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A faithful W atch-word go M 


Si ion, to prevent the ruine of Soules. 


Whereby ſome ſpeciall Confit are prefen- 


ted to Sinners, Admonitions to Saints, and 
Invitaiion to Backiliders, * 


Publithed for the good ofall by the appoiat- 


ment of the Elders and Meſſengers of the feverall 
Churches of Lifton, Abergevenuy, Tredinog, Carmarthen, 
Hereford, Breda war din, Cledock and Llangors, meeting, 


at the 29 and 30, daics OF 
the Fife moneth 65 6. 


— — — 
2 Cor. 4. 12 cr we have received 5 this Miniftry, as we habe retebved mercy 
we faint not. But haut renbunced the hidden things of diſboneſſy, not walkine-4 
in craftineffe ner — the Word of God deceit ful; but by 2 of 
the truth,commending ou felves to every mans conſcience in the fight of 

1 Cor. 3 11. For other foundation can no man that is b ajo 


Cbriſt. 
58. 1. Cry fate not dif up thy voice lke 4 Trumpet end hen my pes 
ple their tranſęreſſions, and benſe Jacob their fins, 
Jer. 3. 22. Return ye backefliding abi luren, and | will heal your back lidings bes 
held, we come unto thee, forabon art the Lord aur Grd. 
— — —— 


onclon, Priffted for T. Breve/ter, at the three Bibles at #e 
che Weſt end ot Pauli, 16566. 
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O me Reader. 7 

great Jaa to 

- Sof Syon, ana res 

— 4 4 

rather aiery mol nen 

juuged onr ſelues londlpcalle en to ſflaud os our 

Der fadmels). thet 


Pa 


‘With water: 4ad therefore are reſolbed (through the 


calle gs allo “publifhing this bur 
faithful watch- word tothe end ile bermeleſe truth 


soayes of God be, from thofe 


Aer ſſens caft upon them by the vipgrons tongue of ibe 
2 blind ſinful worldjwho are get in a 
W oe deliverance from Satans ſuaret, may not be jur- 
~ ther entangled therein, fo that there be nd place for their 
the precious fons and daughters uf Syon may 
holy fatth and obedience 
and thofe Vackcfliders, who have nat yet unto 
death, be recalled to their bysbands, Fx not. 
of ſtyle or met 
Aud thetefore not without {plendour im ihe bomelieſt 
dte{t’s:befides, the entifing words of mant wiſcdom can 
dent to that, whofe tranſcend the 
Melt of bumune excellencies we have been 
brief in bimdlineg every particular, for that we were called 
deal of Wany things, and yet are deſtrous ta comprebend 
in pordt ; wberefore take thou the more care 
weigh ear word; decardivg to iti proper ſcope, an 
ScPiptures quoted, and we doubt not through 


blelfimgybut that thou wilt find ſome bewefit, 
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our ſubjeck is divine. 
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x Lite vate perf i in that ac of his fall, but ſiood in the feed 
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Conf t0 Sin inners. 


your iniferable: tb Rom, 9. a. 
us great bearinefs, and continual forvow of beart; vn 
while we behold you weltring in blood, 
“entangled by the wiles, and‘in che inares that. 
your ſpirſtual enemies have laid, to make you 
> Miferablein thernine of your ſouls to 
nity 4 we fee i of you paft feeling, giving yur felves to la 7 
eivionſueſi, to ork all iucle anneſiwiib greedineſt; Othersdes Eph. 4. 19. 
‘ceived by che deſtructive fallacies of chat old ſubtil ſerpent 1 Pet. ** 
that feeks to de⁰ν,ůDen; all ef you going the High Way of 
perdltien and deſtruction; Wherefore we ( an earneſt 
‘defire of your falvation) tigught. good to lay 
theſe following confidrratyons, which we e dclire to 


oe 


* 
4. 


That fate iy mofwrerched and 
we Firſt, b reafon of Adam: fin, moftjaftly imputed unto A 
charged upon yous for know this, that Adam wat not a 9 8 ia 


having recéived ftreigth and the Promise of life 
upon condition ot his fariding,for 
not ſtanding lofttt feom himmfelt &usiandashisfelicity, 
ſhould have been ours it he had not fallen, now he is fallen, i 
his tranſgreſſion and miſerꝶ is outs; according to Z. 
Wherefore as by one mam fin entrei into th world, and da Sie 
fin, death puffed upon all; for that all bote finned 
more cleer then this, that by one mans o Fines 
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2 judgemeut came upon all mek to condem nation; 
very jultly, for ver. 19 · by one mansdifobedience many were 
made finuers, Oc. Furthermore we were in Adams loyns,and ) 
a part of him when he fell, and ſo fished in him; even as 
Two nations were faid to he in Rebel abs womb, Gen. 25. 32 
and Levi to have payed tithes to Melchifédeck in the loyns of 
his great grandfather Abrabam, Hob. 5. 9, 10. who was not 
born fone hundred years aſter; wherefore had you no more 
fins t hen this alone, it would abundantly make your ¢ftate 
2. Secondly, Vou were conceived fin, and brought forth in 
iniquity, Pfal. $1.5, finful corruption dcfilks the Whole man, 
even in his firſt conception in the wonib, and infects all the 
parts and faculties of body and ſoul ; this is the immediate 
effect of Adams ſirſt fin and a principle cauſe of all other 
fins in all men ; for corruption having thus taken poſſeſſion 
of the whole man, becomes the principle property or a la 
inclining to ſin ; of which Paul fadly complains, Rom.7.20, 
31,23, 24. and James makes it the cauſe of all ſintulneſſe, 
Rom. 3. 23. Chap. 1. 14. 15, and thus it is, that the i of God is fo de- 
ed in man, that he hach not is much as freedom to will, 
or power to act, or faving knowledge to apprehend and judge 
of any thing that is good and acceptable to God, unſeſſe he 
receive new light and life; hé is wibent firength, Rom. F. 6. 
having uo geod thing dwelling in bim, Rom. 7. 18. yea dead in 
Cant, 1. 4. wrefbelles and finsy Epb. 2. 1, f. not able ta move any further 
then he is draun by the power of God, worhiug in bim both to 
will and to de of bis good pleafure; P. 2,13. And though in 
Chrift, as the eternal word of the father, by wham all ib . 
Io. mere made, hath placed and doth ftill preſerve, in fome mea- 
si fure, fuch a light in the underſtanding of every ome that cometh 
into the world, as makes him inſerĩour to no earth creature 
yea far to exceed them in the knowledge of chinas moral and 
natural; and in che natural or hiftorical knowledge of 
things ipiritual ; yet ibe natural man receiveth nut ibe things 
of the [pirst of God, for they are foolifbnefitebim, neither caw be 
know them becaufe they are Ipiritu ally difcerned, 1 Cor. 2.14, 
Obferve the words, be receiveth not, metiber can be know thems 
that is, ſo hwew them as to rect tue them; he may have 1 


Confiderations for finners, 3 
rica], but not experimental knowledge ; he may know them 
in the notion, but not in the application; he may be 
able to talke of them by hear - ſay, but not to know them 
by fight and experience; he hath received light from Chriſt 
as a creature from che Creator, but not asa Saint from him 
asa Redeemer; he is fo far from a ſpiritual underſtandi 
of divine things, chat upon this account he ig called 
blind, Ad, 26. 18. Ifa. 42: 6. His light is darkneffe; Epb. 5. 8. 
be is under the power of darkniffe,Col. 1. 13, Epb. 4. 17. 18. yea 
and bis very cenſcience is defiled, I7t. 1. 1. 

Thirdly, Your practiſes as well as your natural ciate de- 
dclares you miferable; for heſides thoie many legions of vain 

thoughts which the fearcher of hearts can charge you with, 
your continued rebellion againſt his moft juſt and holy laws 

n words and adtions, even from the womb; do witneſſe to 10. 46. 8. 

your face that your eſtate is moft miferable, and that while Rom. 6.23, 
vou continue therein, you can expect no leſſe then death aud. 
condemnation, as the moft juſi deſert of every of thoſe mul 
titudes of fins chargeable upon | 

_ Fourthly, In this mitery you are altogether bee and 4 

belple ſſe, Epb. 2. 12. notwithftanding all chat your ſelve: r 


3. 


the power and pollution of ſin, Kom. 7. 24. or elſe from the 
guilt thereot, bringing upon you the curſe of the law, the 
wrath of God, and the condemnation of hell; No man, no 
not the greateſt of men, can redeem the foul of bis brother, Pia 
49. 6,7, 8, 9. no ranfome will be ſuſficient for him, Fob 36. | 
18. thoufands of rams, ten thoufdnds of rivers of yea fhould 
you facrifice your firſt born for your tranſgreſſiout, it would be 
mean a fati edlen for the ſin of your foul, Micab 6, 6, 7. | 
Fifthty, This faccher heightens your en you hare 6. 
hitherto hearkenedito an evil heart of unbel 
ted from the „ing God ; even then when he had often and 
earneſtly called on you, to receive a free pardon through 
Chrift to your poor undone fouls; confider ferioufly chat 
Seripture Job. 3, 18. be shat believeth not is condemned already, 
liecauſe be bah not believed. and ver. 19. this is the condemma= 
tion that light is come into the world and mem loved darkneffe. 
And ver. 36. be that believeth nos the fon foall mot fee life, Im the 
wrath of God abideib on bim. * 17 Conſider 


| 
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any other creature can do for you to deliver you, either from 1 Cor, 1. 30. | 


f; and to depar- Heb. 3. 13. 


f 
* 
. 


Pal. $ 0.22. 


IIa. 33. 14. 


conſideration: forfiumers, 
Conſider we befeech you theſe things, all ye that forget God 
left be tear you in pieces and there he nome to deliver you; and 
that you will not be able to fland before the cenſuming frre 
and everlafting burnings, in that day when he comes in flaming 


Heb. 12.29. fires to take vengeance on all that know not God; therefore in the 
» pThel.1.8. fad ſenſe of this your woful condition confider herewithal, 


— 


Ih, 63. 1. 


Heb, 2. 16. 


Mar. 17. 9 
& 26. 36. 


faction, and ¢ 
12, 14, 8. 


* 
Conũ der we beſeech you that she fame Fofus who wasyflain 


The fecond Cohfideration. 


That God hath ſent forth a delivere#, Rem, 11. 26. mighty 
and able to fabe, even ſeſus Chrift the righteoùs, the eternal 
and only begoi ten n of the fathers. Feb. 114. and 3. 16. who 
according to the eternal pur pofe of God, in the ſulneſi of time, 
tooke on him our nature, even the-feed of Abrabum, being 
conceived in the went of the Virgin Mn, Luk. 1. 31, 35. Mat. 
1. a0. was born in Betblebem, Mat. 2 1. Luk. 2. 6, 7. And 
being a perfeti man conſiſting of 2 and foul, Rom 1. 3. 
AGs 33.33. 1 Tim. a. 5.4 Cor. 1 J. 21. ſubject only to watural 
not finful frailties, Hebs 4. 15. and 7.16. 1 Pet. 1. 18. filled 
alfo with the fulneſſeè of the godbe ad, and unſeparably united 
thereto, . 14. and 9.8. Jo: 1.1. and 201 28. Rom. 9. 


Col. 2. 9. 1 Jab. 3. 20. Hed. 3. 8. to the end he might be there- 
by able to ſandiiñe bimſelf, to be a ſufficient price to fatisfie the 


infinite juftice of God, for the infinite guilt of mansctranf- 
greflion, Jo. 15. 19. and by'the eternal fprrit, to offer up 


Without {pot to God,to purge our conſciences, Keb. 9. according-. 
H by bis moft cruel death upon whe Grofie, became a facrifice 


of fweet felling favour, Epb. 5. 2. inſomuch as God hath 
declared ſatis faction thereby for the fins of his people, 53. 
ts. Mas. 3.17. and 17. f. ſo as chat they necd po were or 
other facrifice for he having.by death given full ſatiſ- 
ternal te dempt ion for them Hed. 10.10, 


wfbesbird Conſideraam 


for our offences and buried, rofe again the third day for our juſti- 
fications Rem, 4.25. 1 Cor. 15. 4 20. Rom, 1.4. Epb. i. 200 
that be hewed bimfelf alne, giving many 

| proofs 


Ad. 20. 

* 
a 


| 
| 


| 

Con ſideratiomt for finuers: 

proofes of bis Refurretiion for forty dayes togetber. For befides 
the many Prophefies that foretold it, the rolling backe 
of the great ſtone from the door of the Sepulchre, Mat. 
28.2. whercin there was no other body to arife, Mat. 
27. 60, 64, 65, 66. the great earthquake and terror that 
fell on the Watch-men, Jobn 20. 6, 5, 8,12. and divers other 
circumftances, which (being obferved) would abundantly 
evidence this truth Obferve that it was teftified by the An- 
gels, Luke 24. 4,556. Mat. 28. 5, 6, 7. Joba 20. 11, 12. Mark 
16. 6,7. and ell tke Apoftles and Primitive Difciples, Ads 2.32. 

that he fhewed himfelfe to the two Maries, Mat. 28, 9. tohis 

Diſciples going to Emmaus, Luke 24.31. to the eleven upon a 
mountain inGelike, Mat. 28.16. to feveral difciples upon 

the Sea of Tiberias, Jobn 21. to Peter, Luke 24. 34. and or- 

dinarily he fhewed himſelſe to his diſeiples for ley dayes 
together, Adis 1. l A brief relation whereof Paul gives, 1 
Cor. 15. 4, 36,7, 8. That be was buried, aud that be reſe again 

the third day according tothe Scriptures, and that he was feen of 
Cephas, then, of the twelve; after that be was feen of above five 
bundred brethren at ence, of whomtbe greater part remain unto 
this prefent, but fome are fallen afleep; after that be was feen of 
Nas and then of all ib Apoftles ; and laſ of all be was feen 

of me. 
Add to all this chat at one time all his diſciples faw his 


3 


pierced bands and feet, Luke 24. 40. and his wounded fide, Job. 


20.20. At another time he gave faithleſſe Thomas leave te 
feele with bis bands, and " thruft bis bands into wo fide, and 
did many fignes in their pre ſence, Jobs 29. 27,30. And that you 
may be aſſured that rift Jefus roſe 
gain, take notice of his own teftimony, Luke 24. 39. Bebold 


my bands and my feet, bandle me and fet, fora spirit bath 


not fle ſh and bones je ſee me haue. 
2 he breathed on his Apoftles the Holy Ghoft, and 


commiſſionated them for the Miniſtery, Jobn 20. 21, 22, 23. 


Mark 16.15. Mat, 28. 18,9, 20. and commanded them to 
ſtay at Jeruſalem untill they be endued with power from on bigh 
after bis Afcenfion, Lake 24. 49. Ads 1. 4. which they after- 
wards received; Ais 2. 1,2. So that it doth not only appear 


by his having fleſh and bones, ree man * 


— — — - „ — — 
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Reſurrectiou, but alſo in that he was able to fulfill the pro- 


This Heaven 
and the Au - 


invifiblethings 
cteated by 


| real and viſible act, as is evident, in that it is ſaid, 


Comfiderations fer fiunero. 


mife of che Spirit 3 yea and of extraordinary gifts to his 
Apoſtles, and to breath on chem the Holy Ghoſt, it was ma- 
nifeft chat his Godhead continued united to his manhood ; 
fo as it is plaine, that Chriſt Ged-man is riſen from the 
dead. 


The fourib Confideraticn. 


That in the beady of bis flefh be afcended into the higheft 
Heavens, Epb. 4. 8,10. 1 Pet. 2.02. Heb. 9 24. called in Scri- 
pture, the Heaven of Heavens, Neb. 9 6. Take heed poor crea- 
ures there fore of being deluded by the fancied notions of 
ſtray ing and deceitful men, who make Chriſts Aſcenſion 
into Heaven to be no more then his appearance in fome ſup- 
poſed glorious diſpenſation within them, and conſider, 

Fick, That this higheft Heaven is a glorious place created 
by God, Gen. 1. 1. Rev.to.6. to be his own Throne, Ifa. 66 1. 


Mat.6 9.Afis 7.49. the habitation of Aagels, Mat. 22. 30. and 


24.36. Mark 13. 22. and of Saints departed , Mat. 5. 12. 


Which Heaven is diſtinguiſhed in the Creation from the ayry | 
Heaven, called the outipread or firmament, that divided the 
waters, Gen. 1. 8. and from the flarry Heaven, verſe 17. in 
God. Col. i. 16. that ic was perfectly created before tbem, Gen. 1.1 In the be- 


tilhly blind then are they that ſuppoſe Angels, yea the very 


were cycated in their glory, before man had a being. 
Secondly, That the Afcenfion of Chriſt into Heaven was 


Luke 
24-5! 


ginning God created the Heaven aud the Earth. Where obſerve 
that the Earth is (aid to be without form and void, verſe 2. and 
therefore it was afterwards rectified, formed, and repleniſu- 
ed: whereas it is not fo faid of Heaven; for that it was fit- 
ted at firft, and filled with the glory of his prefence, and 
wich his holy Angels (which are not fantafies, as ſome wic- 
kedly imagine, but real ſubſtances, and ſpiritual beings, aa 
appears by the fall of fome of them, by cheir vifible appea- 
tauces unto men, and by their continual employments a- 
bout the outward works of God in the world) How ſot- 


heaven of glory to be fomething in man; wherers theſe 
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 Coufiderations for 7 
24. 51. that be was departed from them and carried up inte 
heaven. And Mark 6. 19. He was received up into beaven and 
fate---- Yea Ads 1. 9,10, 11. While bis diſciples bebeld, be was 
taken up, and a cloud received bim out of their fight. Aud while 


they looked up Pedfaftly, bebold two men flood by them im white 
apparel; Which alſo faidsye men of Galilee, why fiend ye gazing 
up into bea ven ? this fame Jeſus (nos another) which is taken 
up from you into heaven, Mall fo come in like manner as you bave 
feen him goe into Heaven. We have Cbriſti own teſlimony that 
he would afcend ; che teftimony of the Angeli to the Apefles, 
of the Apeſtles to us, that he is aſcended, beſides 8 other 
pofitive Scriptures, & Scripture- propheſies jy ea, the experience 
of his preſence there, by the fulfilling of manifold promifes 
made unto us, which could not otherwife have been perfor- 
med; and yet fuch is the N boldneſſe of blaſpheming 
wretchet, that they dare aſſert that this aſſertion is only in 


man: But be not ye deceived by them, but rather labour to 
make ſure your intereft in him, that fo you may reap the 
bencfit and comfort of his Afcenfion into heaven: Where« 


fore further confider, 
The fifth Comfiderationn 


The ends of Chriſts Aſcenſion, which are twofold: | 
Firſt, The 2 of the Saints falvation, by Conſe- 

cratiug a way for them to Heaven, Heb. 10%, & 6.59. By pre- 

paring for them, Jobn 14. 253- By fending his Spirit to 
gather them to himſelſ, eaceanje/, and build them up, 


10 God by bim, Heb. 7. 25. For though ſatisfaction was made 
to divine jaftice by the death of Chrift, and juftifcation is 


obtained by his Reſurrection yet gloriſication ie only had 


from Chriſis aſcenſion into Heaven. If ever therefore you 
expect ſalvation, you muſt not only come to Chaift as a 
Redeemer, bucalfoas an Interceffors for ashe died once 


for all, fo he muff ever live 


miſerable. | Ly 44 
Secondly, to rule in the of all Majeſty and 
| 2 " 


Joh. 16. 3, 7. 


16. 134. Epb. 4. 10, 1 1%, 6. and by interceding for Pfal, 73. 24. 
And te the utter ſuch as ca 


and act for us, elſe we are moh 


— — W eee 
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8  Confiderations for 
Heb. 1. 2,3. Epb. 1. 20,21. So as all things in beaven, earth, 


aud under the earth, doe now, either willingly, or by con- 
ſtraint, bow the kuee to that Cbriſt, who made bimfelfe of no 
reputation, and took upon bim the form of a ſervant, and became 


obedient unto death, Phil 2. 7,8, 9, 10, 11. whofe rule and go- 
vernment is now exe:cifed tor the good of bis Church, Eph. 1. 


32. ſo as chat he protects them with his power, I/. 31. 3. 
cauſeth his Angels to ſcrve them, Heb. 1. ult. judgeth and ſul- 


dueth his and cheir enemies, Eph. 4 8. Rev. 16. 5, 6. ſupplyeth 


them Wich grace and all other nectſſaries for foul and body, 
Ep b. 4.7,8. yea, and caxfeth all things to work togetber for 
good unte the, Rom, 8.25. Be wife now therefore and be iuſtru- 
ded O ye fons and daughters of men, firve this Lord with 
fear, ki fle the Sonne left be be angry, and ye periſh from the way : 


Cbriſt Jeſus whofe viſage was marred more then any man, and 


bis form more then the fons of men, is now at the right hand of 
8 and infinite glory; Let all Nations ſerve and obey 


The fixth Conſiderat ion. 


That we are to expect the Second comming of the fame Je- 
fusy in the fame manner as be afeended into Heaven, at the time 
of the reftitusion of ‘all things, “Aas 1. 11. C 3.21. Heb. 9. 28. 


to , and be glorified in Saints, at chat time fhalls 


if fleeping in theit graves, be raifed; if living on the earthy 
be changed into an immortal glorified eſtate, and (hall as one 
glorious Spoufe adorned for her husband meet the Lord with bis 
mighty Angels in the aire, 2 Tbeſſ. 1. 7, 10. 1 Tbeff. 4.14,15,16, 
17. whence after the triumphant marriage of the Lamb, Rev. 
197. This royal Sponſe even the Saint in their glorified bo- 
dies thining like Chrifts glorious body, Phil. 3. 20. ſhall come 
with him, Zech. 148. to reigu and judge the World both quick 
and dead, Jude 14.15. t Cor. 6. 2. Matth. 19.28. Rev. 2. 25, 
26,27. For asthe Saints hill be raifed by vercue of union 
with Cori their head, ſo alfo fall the wicked be by his 

wer forced to rife, Jobs 5. 28, 99! -AGs 14.15. Yea, the 


arth,Sea,and Hell will not dare to keep one attome of their 


duff, bat will deliver up all ac che voyce of che great Crea- | 


— 


Mar. 28. 12 
Pial. 2. 
Ma. $2. 14. 
tor | 


Comfiderations for finners. 
tor when his trump founds for chem to judgement, Rev. 30. 
1, 12, 13, 

Betimes therefore awake thou that ſleepeſt in fin, come to Jo. 3. 40 

Cbriſt chat thou mayſt have the life of grace here, and glory N 
hereafter; if thou be now raifed to ſome propertiow of the 
Im ge of Chrift, chou ſhilt pareake of the reſurrection of the 
j ft, when t thy vile body fhall be made like bis glorious body, Phil, 3. 20. 
by bis mighty working whereby he is able evento fus sue all things 
to bimſelf: Take heed that thou be not one of thoſe (coffers 
propheſied of, 2 Pet. 3 3,4 5. that ere willingly ignorant of the 10 
coming of our Lord; nor yet a Diſciple (as many are in rtp 
theſe apoftatizing dayes) uf thoſe primitive hereticks Hyme- 
neus and who ſaid that the refurrediion is already paft; 
or of the wicked Saduces, who nor knowing the Scriptures or the wy. | 
power of God, denied a refurretiion: But know aſſuredly chat 7 
che Lord Chriſt will come in flaming fire, taking vengeance on 
all that know not God, and obey not bis Gofpel, 2 Thef. t- 8. and 
that then wick ed ones will be convinced when convition will 
be to late) of al their bard {peeches which they bave ungodly ſpo- 
ken againft him, Fa. 1 and chat thou thy (elf fhale with ever Keel 
fecret thing that thou haft thought, ſpoken, or committed, cr. 6 13. 
he brought to judgement ; noveck well cover thee, or mountain fall 
upon thee, to bide ibee from the wrath of the Lam, neither 
wilt thou then have any time to prepare; the foolish 
Virgins, Mat. 25. wanting oyl in their lamps at che Bride- Loe 21. 38. 
grooms coming, and going then to look for it, came ſhort of Luke 17. 24. 
glory; chat day will comeizs afnare upon all thofe that dwell 1 Thel. 3. 3. 
on the earth, it will break forth as the lightming throm b the 
Heaven, even then when we think not of it but are fecure, 
crying, peace, peace; Be adviſed therefore to make shy calling 
end election (ure, by getting faith and adding eto vertue, &c. 2 Pet. 2. 
then ſhalt chou enter into thy mafters joy, when the we 
ere turned inte Hell, yea, ail ibe Nations ibat forget Gad, even 
to that place of torment prepared for the Divel ind bis Agel, Lf 
Mat. 25, 41. where the wrath of God burns the mi cable 
creatures to eternity, Mark 9. 43, 44 J. Lie 6. 23, 24. 
Then among other reproba:es, ſhall blaiphemous, imp nt. 
cent, miferableexperience know, thax Held 


is not a fancy, that it ig more then preienc tertouts, 
i 


— 
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10 deratious ſor ſuners. 


icfs, or diſtractions of ſpirit, in this life; when they are 
ent to fcel the weight of the wrath of God, and all the tor- 
ments that the malice of Divels can lay on them, and that 
forever and ever. 


The feventh Confideration. 


That (as you have (een ycur eftate in your ſelves, and by 
rraſe n of fin to be miferable, and chat there isa deliverer, 
even eus, who by his death, reſurrection and interceſſion 
laves {uch as believe in his name, and will alſo judge the 


- world in righteouſneſs, fo) there is no other way for miſe- 


2 Cor. 5. 21. 


rable man to be ſaved but by him alone, who f God i made 
unto ſuich as receive him, wifedem, righteoufmes:, fandification, 
and redemption, 1 Cor. 1. 30. Adis 4.13. John 14.6. Wherefore 
take heed of depending upon any righteouineſſe within you, 
or works of . done by you, and weigh we be- 
ſeech you the Apoftles doctrine, Rom. 3. 3. By the deeds of the 
Law fhall no fleſh be juftified in bis fight; and verſe 22. New the 
rightecu{ne{s of God, without the Law is mamfefted, being witneffed 
by the Law and the Prophets, even the righteoufnefi of God, which 
is by faith of Jeſus Cbriſt. And ver. 24. 25. Being juftified freely 
by bis grace, through the redemption which isin Cbriſt Jeſus; 
whom God bath fet forth to be a propitiation through faub in bis 
blood, to declare bas rightecufnefs for the remiffion of fins. And 
ver. 26. to declare I fay at this time bis vighteoufnels, that be 
might be juft, and 2 bim that Lelievetbin Jeſus. In 
this Scripture is held forth the frerueſſe of juſt fication by G 
alone; the mean by Cbriſti righteou{neffe without our works, 
and the manuer of the application thereof for our comfort, 
even by faith; and then the Apoftle concludes, ver. 28. We 
conclude that a man is juftified by faith without the deeds of the 
Law. God is faid to juftifie the ungodly and be that worketh 
net, but believeth, his faith is counted to bim for rigbteouſuc ſi, 
Kom. 4. 5. See further to chis purpoſe, ver. a. to the 17th: verfe, 
and the third Chapter to the Galathians, and ‘Rom. J. where 
Chriſt is {aid to dye for the ungodly, ver. 6. and ver. 8. while we 
were yet finners Chriſt dyed for us; yea, ver. to. we are {aid to 
bereconciled to God by the death of bis fon, even while we were 
| enemies; 


* 
| 
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enemies; What then can be more plain then that we are jufti- 
fi d by Chriſt alone, without any relation to any works done 
by our felves; yea further, mark what conſequences will 
follow this groundlefs aſſert ion of juſlification by mans own 
righceouln ff. ; as, that the grace of God and the death of Chrift 
are thereby fruſtraled, Gal. 2. 21. Faith is made void and the 

om. ſe of nene ect, Rom. 4. 15. Souls are put on the rack 
ſo as they {hall never have aſſurance of falvation, ver. 1 6. 
Well chen may we fay to that heady generation that popiſh- 
Jy told juftification to be an inherent or habitual righteoul- 
neſſe (which fometimes they abufively call Cbriſt within 
them) efpecially to fuch of them as are fallen thereto from 
the grace of God, and the true profeilion of Chrift; as the 
Apoſtle faid iu the like cafe to the Galathians, cbap. 3. 1,3. O 
foolifh people who huth bewitched you that you ſhould not obey the 
truth, before whofe exes Fefus Cbriſt bath been evidently (et forth, 
crucified among youfare you fo fooliſh having begun in the 
are je now made perfel by the fleſ But O poor fouls, be ye 
not befooled by their examples, to compa ſſe your ſelves with the 
Sparks of your own kindling, aud to walk in the light of your own 

re; fer ibis you ſpall bave from the band of the Lord, ‘you Shall 
lie down in forrow, Iſa. 50. 11. Conſider that eminent example, 
Rom. 9. 30, 3 1. The gentiles which followed not after the Law 


of righteoufneffe, bave attained to rigbteouſueſſe, even the rigb- 


teouſaeſſe which is of faith; But Iſrael which followed after 
the Law of righteoufs, bath not attained tothe Law of righteou(- 
nefss And now, would youknow the reaſon thereof? the 
Apoftle puts the queſtion, and anfwers it himfelf ver. 32. 
Wherefore ? becauſe they fought it not by fai, butas it were by 
the works of the Law; for they fumbled at that tum fone. 
And che reafon why they ftambled at Chriff is given. chup.to. 
2, 3. for they having a zeal of God, hut not according to Auomle age, 
and going about to eftablif thew own righteou/ne/i, bave not ſub- 
mitted to the rigbteou{nefsof God Such as eſteem highly of cheir 
own righteou{nefle will fooneft flight the righteoulnefle of 
Cheift; hence it is, on che other fide, that Paul makes no 
eſleem of his holineffe in point of juſtiſication, 1 Cor. 4-4: 
I know nothing by my felf, yet am I not thereoy juſt fied; and 


Phil; 3. 7, 8,9, 10. though his and 
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Confider ations for 
Were gain to him, ver nod he counts them and, all things 
ſer brit, yea, and eſteems them but dung ibat be might. 
win Chrift, aud he ſcumd im bim, nst ba ting bis own 
which is of thé Law, but which the ſaub ef C brit. 
 followckis bieficd Apofiles cxample; Karn to ſee that 
fulgelle of fufficténcy thacisin Chrifito wake jour ſoules 
| happy, and preſſe after aknowledge and aſſurance of an 
é ingercftin him, ſo stall you not only be acquitted for ever 
| from the guilt of your tfanferdfions,bur alſo (coming to 
him) you 1. Cel. 419. . 


! you thal! be provided for, Mat. G. 33. protected, Fobn 10.2 
209. pee, you hall have a right to all the promifes and 
- Gofpel-priviledges, 1 Cor. 21, 44, 3. 2 Cor. 1.90. and in 
the end you ball enjoy everlafting life, 1 Fobn 5. 11, 2. 


N a That in thefe latter dayesyou may ſoon be deluded wich a 
inffead of a true Chriff, efpecially while you are enqui- 
t. 24. 24. ring for him, of are unſetled in the principles of truth; for 
were the very eleti would mow be deluded by the cun- 
_ of men principled by that old ſubtil ferpent 
* iin he art and it che Apoſtle ſaid 1 
| children it isthe [aft time, amd as.ye bavebeard that Anti- 
chrift conte, even now thert dvemany Antichrifts, whereby we 
time, Mock more way we with {adneflefay 
10 for ſome would prefent to you half a Chriſt; fome df 
them denying his eternal Nad, others bis.manhood, 
others wickedly and notidhally hold forth to’ your 
Cand it may be enquiring) fouls, yourown natural 
not wiltully wrefii Scri 
Albach becen before cleersd 


| re Cicer is che true Light that lig btet h 
* every ent tbat cometh. inte a 
iffollowed is fafficient taba 


worlds. mentioned, Fobn 1. 9. 


Ng aman. to Heaven ; But 
love your fouls beware of beh delufions, 


left 
| gene ni: and know aſſuredly that one day you fhall 


tas chere ia but owe Ged, ſo there In hut of 
between God and man, even the than Chrift Fefus, whoge 
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ſelf fora vanfome,1 Tim. 2, 1 3, 14. It is Chrift Godman; det 
Allen, and everliving to intercede for you; that muft fave 
you, therefore take his counfel, Mat. 2% 13. Jf any man foall 
~ fay unto you, lo here ig Chrift, or there, believe it mots fay to 
Chrift, Lord, I have none in Heaven dut thee, nor 
earth any chat I defire befides thee; chou art my life, 
m light, my way to che father, my hope and flay, and i i 
glory; I accounvallnatural lightinmebucdarknefles 
 wiledom fooliſhneſſe; my werkneſſe; my joy and 
comfort; vanities ; my righteoufnefie filthy rags, yea, loſſe 
and dung; my life, death; and all that lam or Have, nothing; 
yea, leſſe then nothing, even vanity: 


de vinth Conſi der ation: 
hat it i cg calling alone you may come to 
enjoy true light and ſalvailon, 1 Pet. 3 9. think not.theree - | 

fore chat you have either in your natutal eſtateʒ but carefully 

uſe the means ee God to bring you to, and keep | 
youwith Chrift for the obtaining of both; we 
daleſire you, Firft, ro have afpecial regard of the boly Scrip 
tures, which are Gods Word; Teſtanient and Will concern e 
All che fons and daughters of menzand if at any time youh 


— 


your own hearts or the tongues of blafphemers queſtion ing 7 * 


the authority thereof, as the word of od, then remember | a 
(beſides (everal What the penmen pet. 1. 
were, how holy, how impartial in relati 1 
themfelves and neereft relations ; how thefe holy men father 725 
cheir work ings upon the dictates of the fpirits and dect 
mem to men notas private perfans, but eſther a Prophets. 
or Apoll les of che Lord Jeſus: Farther, Confider their har- 
mony; though the writers lived remotely and in feveral 
ages; the excellency.atid ‘authority of their Ryle, though 
with much plainoefle's their putity; their even the 
of many and che exaltation of God, a thing never 
in any humane Aathor j'befides; that they-teach 
things chat could never be otherwile ar Trinity, 
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ol the penmen, that bring to light thefe bidden myſfrries 
were mean and unlearned: The fulfilling of their propheſics, 
the wonderful. prefervation thereof, as of che Law in the | 


rubbiſh of che Temple, and of che whole Scriptures in the 


hands of Jews and Papiſte, the utter enemies thereof; the 


miracles wrought for a teſtimony to them; the power they 


have upon the conſcience and affetions; the frange changes 


they work in the fouls that receive chem; the malice of 
Satan and wicked men, and oppoſitions of our own ficth 


-againft chem; the death of all Martyrs for them; the 


manifold ſtrange puniſuments of the oppofers and blaſphe- 
mers of them; the teſtimony of the (oh vs 


ric the hearts. 
of all believers; the conſent of the Saints of all ages from 


Mofes to this day; and be ſides all this, that the ſubſtance of 


the whole Scripture, even the Law and Gofpel was deli- 


vered by the immediate hand ot God himfelf, as the Law 


upon Mount Hereb was written by his own finger; and the 
ofpel was delivered by Chrift God-man,the Prophets writing: 


ten 1 | to explain, confirm,and hold forth to men 
what the Lord himfelf had made or would make known, 
and the Apoffles, ſuch truths as were already delivered by 
Chrift Jefe Heb. 2.3. All and every of which confiderations 
may, if ferioufly weighed, work in you a reverential efteem 
of the facred Scriptures, as that which is wholy and certain- 
ly given by the infpiration of God: and fo diflwade you 

om being carried away by thedelufions of thefe ſad times 
to flight or undervalue, but rather with fear and trembling 
to embrace them ; as thofe that are able to make you wife unto 


. Salvation, perfe and throughly furnifhed untoevery good works 


4 Tim. . 13, 16, 17. 
Tou ate commanded to fearsh the Scriptures, Jeb. 5. 39. 
to réad them, 1 Tim. 4. 13. yea, they were co be read in 

que aſſemblies, Cal. 4. 16. and expounded, Neb. 8. 8. Late 


4- 16, 21. AG; 8. 38, 32, 34 35, Lale 24. 37, 46. Adis 28. 


not onely to che reading of the word, but alſo to the 
expotitlon, and right dividing thereof, by giving che ſenſe, 
and making application, as che ordinance of the Lord sow 


¢ 


43. 1 Cor, 14. 26. You lee therefore that you ate to heacken, 
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and not to hearken to ſuch wrangling bablers as call this 


15. 36. And this the A 


| 
we befeech you to obferve, that as long as there is afoul to 
be called or perfected, there muſt be 


Confderations for fiuners, 


$ 


holy, ufeful, and warrantable practiſe of expounding Scrip- 
tures, an addition co Scripture, and pronounce woes to 
ſuch as doe its but rather reverence them that are ſent by 
fore, 
Secondly, We exhort you, ia the fear of the Lord, to 
look upon the Minifters of the Goſpel as Gods Embaffa- 
ders, to whom be bath commited the Minifiry of veconci- 
liatiom, to woo and betroch fouls to Chri %% as is cleer 
2 Cor. §.18,19, 20. yea, not onely ſoʒ but alſo to build ie 4 
and eſtabliſh the called le ot God, Ad. 14. 1, 82. 

dolle bers to be one great end why 
God gives chem to men, and gifts them from Heaven, E.. 
11, 12,14, For the perfecing of the Sdints, for the work of 1 


Sod to that laborious calling, and great truſt. And chere- 


forth be no more toſſed io and fio, and carried about with ¢ 
wind of doctriut, by the flight of men and cunning craftineffe, 
whereby they lie in wait to deceive; but [peaking the truth in 
love, may grow up into bim in all things which is t 
Cbriſt. And ( leſt you may be overtaken with the tem 
tions of many, tofu auer this calling to be now cea 


ofpel-Minifters 5 for 
ſo it is ver. 12. 19. He gave fome Apoſtles, fome Pajtours and tea- 
chers,for the perfecting tbe Saints for the work of the Min u. 
till we all come in the unity, and of the knowledge of tbe Jom 
God, to a perfett man untothe meafure of the flature of the fulut 
of Chrift; Bc fides the commiſſion given Mat. 28.19, 20. G0 


therefore, and difciple all Nations, baptizing them into thewame 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the bely Ghoft, teachirg them 


to obferve all things vbatſecver I baue commanded yous and lo 
am with you alwayes, even tothe end of the wrd. Marke how 


long the Lord promiſeth his prefence with the Mag, 


Alrghet, even to bhe end of the world. By vertue of whi 
the Apoffles and jmitive Churches (who beft 


under it) chefe and Eldért, Adi 14. 23. Fe, 
and otdinary Minifters 3 called, as Timothy, Titus, — 
| 2 Fes, 


Mimſtry, for the edifying of the body of Chrift; that we bence~ 


bead, even 


‘ 
15 
7 
ty 
67 
7 
be 
4 


16 Comfiderations for ſinnerr. 

yea, and Timothy was to commit the truth to faithful men, and 
to inflruci them, that ie might be again teachers of others; So 
that in plain terms, here is a ſucceſſion of Miniftry infticu- 
ted, 2 Tim. 2, 8. So Titus was to ordain Elders in every City in 
Crete, Tit. 1. 5. Belides, the Lord mifeth to the latter 
times, Paficurs after bis own beart, which ſpall feed them with 
knowledge and underflanding, Jer. 3.19. And have we not 
es, |) feen with our ey es in many places of this land, where Satans 
ſeat hath been for many ages together, that fince the enjoy- 
ment of our precious liberty, to hold forth the word of 

; God to poor ftraying fouls, many thoufands are come to. 

the profeflion of the Gofpel ; and particularly the poor 
Country wherein we live may for ever bleſſe the Lord, and 

remember with thankfulneſſe all ſuch as were inſtruments 

for their fouls good in procuring that much envied, and 

, too ſhort lived Art for the propagation of ihe Gofpel in 

| Wales; whereby meny fumbling blocks were removed out of 
the way, and the true and faithful fervants of Fefus Cbriſt 
encouraged to preach the Gofpel with freedom and counte- 
nance; and fo in a few years fuch a change is wrought even 
in the darkeft places, that it is wonderful to behold what 
abundance of heavenly wifedom and grace, hach through 
the E of the Goſpel been poured into the hearts 
of thouſands of poor ignorant and flray ing people. 

Be invited therefore all ye that defire your own falvation © 
to frequent the Miniftry of the word, that your fouls may 
live; and fee that you ¢ftecm very bighly the Minifters thitreof 
for their works fake, 1 Tbeſ. 5. 12; 13. knowing that be that 
ae ſpiſeib, deſpiſeib nat man but God, 1 4.8. Luke 10. 16. 
Contemn not their perſont, but efpecially. reverence their 
calling and Miniftry, waiting upon the Lord daily under 
the droppings thereof, as the Creeple at the pool of Betbeſda, 
and be fare that at laft you ſhall find him and be healed, . 
for he hath 2 that fuck as [eck bim early at his own 
Bates and doors h find bim, Prov, 8,17. compared with 


237 34, 35, verfes. Remember that he hath been Jong calling 
an you 5 chat the time paft of your life is enough sa hi | 
| wor 
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Conſideration for finners. 17 
world, fiefh, and Satan, together with the danger of not 
dearkning to him che certainty of death, and after that 
che judgement; as alſo che bleſſed priviledges aud 
benefits that come by receiving him; and ſper- 
dily, humbly, and boldly come to him 
whofe’ armes are ſpread, and 
es heart is open to re- 
cCeive you. 71 
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Exek. 16. 


Acdmonitions to Saints. 


* 


calling ; Having thus far que of an earneft deſire of 
he goed of poor fouls wallowing in the mire, or 
rather rouling in the blood of their natural eſtate, laboured | 
to convince them of the neceſſity and benefit of receiving 
and clofiing with Cbriſt in his Gofpel, to the end they might 
be faved ; Taking alſo into ferious confideration the mani- 
feft dangers that you arc in, by reafon of the ſundry iprea- 
ding errors, and perilous temptations of theſe ti mes; we 
thought good to write a few words of admonition and ex- 
hoftation unto you, thar, with the bleſling of the Lord, may 
ferve, as Jomathans arrowes to David; to warn you againſt 
chat {pictt of delufion and apoftafie, which is come abroad s 
and to eftablith in the truth {uch among you, as are ready to 
be toſſed ro and fro with every wind of doctrine or tempta- 
tion; Confider we beieech you that we are fallen into the 


| BH: and beloved brethren, partakers of the heavenly 


times, fadiy to fee the miferable backſli- 
ding, hideous blaſiphem ies, ar d dachnable her eſies, fo often 


Jude 3. 


propheſied of i) and his Apoftles;, wherefore contend 
earnefily for the faith once delivered to the Saints; and as you 
have begun well, fo go on unto the end, looking to your 
{elves that you loſe net thoſe things that you have wrought, 
bolthat you a full reward; for indecd we-oblerve 
that Satan (as if his time were but ſhort) fhews more of vio- 
lence and fiery diligence then ever he did, to overthrow the 
whole doctrine and profeſſion of Chi; leaving no princi- 
ple of truth unaſſaulted, and (having Jearnt by long «xpe- 
rience, that it ie in vain to attempt it as a roaring Lyon) 
he comes as a ſubtil Serpent, or rather an Angel of ight, and 
bis Moufters as deceitful workers, transforming themf:lves into 
the Apel es or Wicllengers of Cbriſt, do wich the wheres fore- 


bead, 
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1 2 Cox. u.ig 4. 

1 Jer, 3. 3. 
| 

J — 


to Sam, 1 
bead, or height of impudence, call light datknieffe, and Rev. 14. ¢, 
darkneffe light, cenſur ing the cloſeſt followers of she Laub, 
as the only ungodly and damned creatures, exalting their 

own natural light and moral righteouſneſſe, above Chyift 

and all chat is called God; and all this nnder the cloke f 

high attainments, and eminency of goodneſſe;; though In- 


deed by their ordinary fixits of pride, apoftatic, lying, railing, dust. 7. 14 20. 


palpable hypocrifie, perfecuting as much as in them lief Ma 
of the gotily, &c. you may eaſily know them to be a generation $e Fa Te 
of vipers, whofe end (if mercy prevent not) is the damia- 


tion of Hell. 
We mean not brethren to trouble our felves or be: with 
t 


the raking up of that foul dungbil, of the errors of thefé mens 
for they favour too ſtrong of blaſphemy, without trouble 
and amazement, either to be recited or heard by cénder- 
hearted Chriſtians, our precious time may be better {pent © 
in warning and exhorting each other, to ſuch things as ma 
ferve for our eltablifhment, and not to meddle with the 
obftinate and unreafonable men, or their hideous tenents 
any further, then they fatl in the way of {peaking to our 
preſent purpofe; which chicfly is to difcover, and warn 
you againft the reigning fins of thefe perilous times. 


Spiritual pride the firft reigni 


Beware of ſpirĩtual pride; It is abominable to God, Prov. 
6.16, 17. and 8. 13. who doth refit the proud, James 4. 6. 

this unfits a man for grace, 1 Pet. §. 5. it is che way to de- 
ſtruction, Luke 1. 51. Prov. 16. 18. it is a for of the laß times, 
2 Tim. 3. 2. aprefent reigning fin, as is evident by che ſe- 
veral effects thereof, ſome of which we have thought good 
First, This is that which vainly puffs up vanity it ſelf, gien dg oe 
even ſin dul frail man Jike Eve to affect an quality wich the i ritual pride 
infinite Gods nay, fome are fo far deceives 10 it, a8 (0 Paal. 39.3. 
forget themſelves and to judge that they are as holy, jul, Obed. 3. 

good as God is; Read confiderately Ifa. 40. 1213, 44, 


of 


15, 16, 17, 18. together with 37, 38, 39 and 41. . 
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Jeb; and then doubtleſſe you will wich fear and trembling 
conclude and fay with that holy man, Fob 42. 6. I abbor 77 
ſel He cbargeib bis Angels with folly, yea, the Heavens are 
not pure in bis fight,bow much mre abeminable and filthy is man, 
that drinketh iniquity like water? Fob 15.14, 5,16. Oh learn to 
fee and aknowledge that infinice diftance that is between thy 
finful felf and him, and to walk humbly and ſelf denyingly 
deore him; we hope we need not ftand long on this ſubject, for 
that we are perſwaded that none that ever had any true 
knowledge of our glorious God, are, or ever will be ſo in- 
fatuated in their underftand‘ngs, as to entertain fo horrid 
a blaiphemy ; the very naming whereof hath cnovghin it 
to caufe every ſincere heart not Only to abhor it, but alſo to 
- wonder at the deceitfulneſſe, pride, aud wick edneſſe of mans 

| heart, durſt it name of truth. 
Icis ſpiritual pride that makes poluted man to ſcek for 
88 jullißca jon by his inherent holineſſe, reje&ing the only 
pride. name under Heaven, given by God whereby man fhould be [uved, 
A&.4.12. openly afferting (as fome have done) that fuch as expect 
falvation by Chrift that died at Jexufalem, ſhould miffe of it; 
foolifh man in the pride of heart, will not be beholding to 
Chrift for righteoufnefle ; he would have it in himſelf, he 
is ſo fſubborn that he had rather his own filthy rags to 
cover his nakedne ſſe, then to receive from Chrift the moft 
glorious robe of his righteoſneſſe: So the Apoftle obferves 
concerning the Jews, Rom. 10,3. They going about to eftablifh 
their own righteoafneffe, would not fubmit to the rig bteoufneſſe of 
1 ‘ God; Mark, they would mot fubmit, their hearts were tao proud 
8.48 46. to do it, they would not bow nor floop fo low, though it 
was to take up that pearl that would everlaſtingly enrich 

them. 
Thirdly, What but pride makes any of the fons of Adam 
— ine to think themielves perte&ly holy without the leaſt ftain of 
pirical Pride. fin, contrary to the burthenſome experience of the choifeft 
Saints ? as Paul. Rom. J. Iſeiab, chap. 6. 5. Cc. and the har- 
monious tftimony of the Scriptures of truth, as 1 King. 8.46. 
Prov. 30 9. Eccief. 5 20. Phil, 3. 18. yea, the holy Ghoft 
wirne fleth the (adne Me of their condition that fay they have 


— * 
| 
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monitionstoBaints. 
no fing in four particulars, 1 Job. 1. 8, 10. Firſt, they 

decesvers, yea, felf-deceivers. ‘Secondly, they are hypo- 
crites, the truth is not im them. Thirdly, they make Ged « 
Har. Fourthly, bis word is not in them. A fad and mife- 
rable condition that thefe felf-conceited wretches ate in ; 
Oh foolifh man, is there no wandring thought once in thy 


heart? is there no duty neglected by thee? and doſt thbu 


not once fail in this manner of performing ic? we may 
juſtly fear that thou {peakeft lies in hipecriße, and 1by cenſci- 
ence 15 feared with a bot iren, and art ſatisſied with a formal 
(1 righteouſneſſe, and that thou art paſt feeling 

as in the hearing of fome of us, ſuch as were adding fin 
to fin, as railing to lying, flandering, and violent paſſions, 
&c. even then affirmed they were without fin:) fo had a 
EN and deceaved heart beſotted them, that they either 

new not the Jie that was in their right hand, or elle would 
not acknowledge their palpable hypocrifie. 

Fourthly, Is it not pride that makes fome undervalue 
he Scriptures, as not to be judged by them, yea, to judge 
them? calling the quick and powerful word of God a 
dead letter; and to countenance their blaſphemy wich 
forme colourable pretence, they boaft of an infallible 
ſpirit of God in them; nay, they will tell you that he is 
in all thofe that come into the world; contrary to 1 Jen 
4. 4. Te are of God, little children, and bave overcome them; 
becaufe greater is he that is in you, then ke that isin the 
world, So alſo Jude 19. Tbe ſe are fenfual, having not the 
Jpirit.. So Rom. S. 9. H any man bade not the fpirit of Chrift, 
be is none of bis. What can be more plain to prove that 

the men of the world have not the ſpirit of Chrift ? And 
whereas they fay he is held under corruption in the repro- 
bates, confider what the Apoftle faith, 2 Cor. 3. 17. Where 
she ſpirit of the Lord is, ikere is liberty; it ſets the fowl at 
liberty; What non · ſenſe is it then to fay thut It is held 
under corruption? as if che ſpirit of che ‘Almighty were 
fo weak, as tobe fupprefled by mans weak neſt and 


ruption, fo as never to * to fave the ſoul poſſ 1 


1 Tim. 4. 2. 


Ifa. 44. 20. 


Fourth eſſect 
of 
pride. 
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22 Admenitions te Saints. 
by him; furely it appears that they are little acquainted 
Ech. 1. 19. wich che exceeding power of God towards us that believe, a- 
cording tothe morking of bis mighty power. They little know 
what che ſpirit of regeneration is, and what thofe renu- 
ings of che bole Ghoft mean, that ſuppoſe all to be no 
, other then the igh chat lightech every man that cometh 
| inig che world; the ſpirit of che ſon is revealed by hearing 
| of che Goſpel, Gal. 3. 3. and is beſtowed only on children, 
Gal.4 6. and will with all its teſtimonies, teachings, and 
| comtoxts, abide the tryal by the word of God; and they 
| shat ſpeak by ic, rejoyce co hear that their doctrines 
([ being not counterfeit, but pure gold) are tryed by that 
one ly alſufficient rule of the Scriptures, 4d. 17. it. and 
ſubmit to the authority thereof, to judge all their doctrines 
and actions; and that more certainly then if chere were a 
ö aoice from Heaven, 2 Pet. 1. 18, 69, 20,31. Ob dear fouls 
= let us endeavour to prize the word above thoufands of 
d ang. 72. geld ane iber; Yea, and let rivers of tears run down from 
14.136. oun ches, becaule men make void the pure and perfect lew of 
our God ; and bewailing their pride that flight it, let us 
hambly make it our continual meditation and delight ; 
and ſo much the more as others undervalue it; fo David 
: doth, Pfal. 119. 127, 128. It in bigh tome for thee, Lord, to 
parke ; fv they bave made void thy law: Therefore I love thy 
commandements above gold, yea above fine gold: Therefore I 
sftecmall thy precepts concerning all things to be right. Take 
ec! pY ng | reg 
5 notice how that becauſe men madesvid the word, therefore 
hedpped it, and in all chings acknowledged the righteouſ- 
f pride to lugbt all the Ordi- 
3 Fiſchly, fs it not ht ot pride to ſlight all the 
— ids nances.of the Lord Jeſus, ſrom an empty conceit of being 
above them. At, 
| ‘Birk, Preaching of che Gofpel, plainly inſtituted by 
Chriſt, as before was proved. 
Secondly, Baptiſm of believers in water ordained by 
Chrifi, Met.28.19,20. Mar. 16.15, 16. practiſed by him 
as our pattern, Mat. 3. 15,16, and adminiſtred according 
co 


+ 
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Admonitions to Saint. 93 
to the faid com miſſion (Which was as large for it, as ſor 
making Difciples)and pattern by the primitive Difciples, 
on all believers 3 as AQ, 2. 41. K 8. 22,13, 36, 37, 38, K 9. 
18. & 10. 48. & 18, 8. 1 er. 1. 13, 14, 15,16, Kc. 

Thirdly, Breaking of bread, though ordained and pra- 


Gifed by Mat. 26. 26. and'upon that account by 


the Churches, 2 Cor. 11. 23, 24, 2§, 26. 4d. 2.42. K 


20. 7. 
Fourthly, Church fellow ſhip and cenfures; warranted 
by Mat. 18. 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20. Ad. 2. 41, 42. and moſt 
Fiſchly, Min iſtry, though moſt cleerly inſtituted to con- 
tinue to the end of the world, as hath been already 
cleared; and for the further demonftration thereof we 
might add to what hath been faid; that the election of 
Miniſters by the people, and their ordination by Elders, 
is cleer in Scripture; fome af whom as Timothy and Titus 
were taught the qualifications of ſuch as were to be ordai- 
ned, Tit. 1. 6,77 8, 9. 1 Tim. 3. 2, 4 5; 6,7; &e. All 
which had been to no purpofe, had che Miniftry ceaſed 
wich the Apoſtles or firſt age. Ptah 
Sixchly, Whar elſe but pride makes fome fo impudent 
as to ſet their poftsby Gods poſts, yea, there will in direct, 
and profeſſed oppofition to his Laws. As, 
Firſt, Not to give honour to men contrary to Exod. 20. 
12. Lev. 19. 32. Rom. 13. 7. and the practiſe of the 
Patriarchs, Prophets, Apoſtles, and the holieſt men 
of all ages; as Abrabam, who ffeod up and bowed bim- 
felf to the people of the Land, even to the children of 
Hetb, Gen. 23. 7. And Jacob, who bawed bimfelf to the 
ground ſeven times to his brother Efex, Gen. 33. 3. So 
Jeſepb bowed to his fick father, Gen, 48.12, So Abigail 
did to Paid, i Sam. 25.23, 24. So alfo did Naiban che 
Prophet, 1 King, 1. 23. and Bail ſpeba, 1 King. 1. 16, 31. 
So did Sclomon to his mother, 1 Ting. 4. 19. yea, she 


due titles of honour, felpect, and place is given te all 


by chem; as is evident arab cal 


Acts 14. 23- 
1 Tim. 4. 14. 
Tit. Ie 
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Sixt elfe d of 


ſpiritual pride 
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| 3 Admonitions to San. 
band Lord; Pet, 3.6. So doth Jaceb call Eſau, my Lord 


Zſau, Cen. 32.4 Thus foall ye {peak to my Lord Efan, thy ſer- 


van Jacob ſath thus. 8 Paul to Agrippa, King Agrippa, 

4.26. . And to Feflus, iſt noble Fetus, 4d. 26.26. So the 
FEvangeliſt Luke co Theophilus, moft excellent Theophilus, 
Lu. Aud the title Mafter is vety ordinary in Scripture, 


Gen. 2412,27, 553953753 93425 44> 4%, $1; 56, 65. Exod. 
21. J. 1 Zim, 6. 1. and many other places. Bue becauſe 


they object moſt againſt che Miniſters of Cbrift, for that 
E are in an honourable way called Maſters; Cchough 
we hope they affect ic not vain-gloriouſſ/ as the Pha- 

riſees, Mat. a3. who delighted to be accounted and 
br word is called M. ers, or as the Greek word imports Ser- 

on adr leader, yet) you may fee how juftly that title may be 
givemchem, the holy Ghoft they are called 

of affemblses, Eccięſ. ia. it. and whereas they ace 
Ordtmatily called Sirs and Teachers, we find the Greck 
* e ow are fo rendred in 2 s, in others 
tranſluted Maſtert ; a3 appears by theſe Iwo, among 

— many inftances that might be produced. Firſt, 7 
Jena Greeks coming to Philip, Jeb. 13. 31. ſaid, Sir, we would 
Poller. fee Fefes; the very fame word is uſed Met. 6. 24. 
wwe man can ferve Two Mefters. So fecondly, the fame 

word that is rendered Teachers, Eph, 4. 11. is- tranſlated 

* N 3.14. So chat it doth appear by the very 


opt Fb. 


— 
‘aa 


domi- 


Jecter of the Scriptures, that they may be as well called 
Secondly, Not to falate any; contraty to Met. 5. 47- 


bers the Difciples are directed not on)y to ſalute their 
brethren as the Pharifees did, but others alfo ; David 
fajated his brethren, 1 S. 17. 23. So Paul the Elders 
at Jerajalem Ad. 21.19. brethren, it is our duty to be 
_, Courteous, and (like our heavenly father) tender unto 
allz and ſhould we be otherwiſe 4 would bewray the 

pride and ſtubbornneſſe of our vain hearts. 1 
Thirdly, Their of thé Ministers of Chri? whom 
Dod hach commanded. to be honcured; yea, even fuch 


all 


| 
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as he himſelf hath: honoured to admiratiom, wich 
itt, grace and ſucceſſe; and truly in relation to them, 
we may not only fee pride che mother; but alſo envy, 
the daughter ot᷑ pride, poſſeſſing their hearts, and ope- 
ning their mouchs co make theſe good men the fubje& of 
theirconſtant railings: and becaute oſten times ey have 
nothing juſt ly to charge them wich, they cavil at their 
Jawful maintenance, which God the wile diſpoſer of all 
things hath ordained for chem ; 1 Cor. 9. 6,718.9, 10583, 
1 T. m. §: 175 18. and by his providence gives unto chem 
and certainly, were it not chat they envy their work 
more then their perſons, they could not chuſe but 
conſeſle that the ir double pains and travels night and 
day, deſerves double honour, and an honourable 
maintenance. to 
Scvenchly, Is it not the pride of ſuch a popridefpicable Seventh effect 
creature as mam it, to com: (as ſome in oar dayes 4 of fpiritual 
ſumptuouſly do) wich an im pudent face as ſent from God, Pride. 
upon every trivial occafion j yea, moſt commonly to doe 
the Divels errand in the Divels way, as wich railings ane 
multiplying of flanders, to endenvour to pull dun all! 
the wayes of God, and get preſumptuouſly to call them- t 
(elves the m:flengers of, the | 
Eighthly, Doch not fpiritual, pride appear without gighth 
check among profeffors, while chey, aſſoclate themſelves of ſpititual 
with the rich and honourable, deipifing the pot, as if Pride. 
they were not worthy. of their fociety ma¹ĩt great ones 
efpecially,being afhamed to own, in che face of the world, 
the poor members of Chriſt; yea, and it may be fuch as 
they had been formerly familiar with, and had fweep 
communion together in the ,houfe of God 4! thereby 
thewing chemfelves very unlike.theie Maſler Chrif?, whois 
not aſbamed to call them brethren, Hebs 11. But e 
beſeech you, beloved to hearken to shat exhortation, . 
am. 2. Nc. My brethren, not the faith Lard 
efus Chrift with reſpedl of perfor and fee that ya 
tender of the poorelt Sainte as of che apple of yous 


4 
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let the Image of Ckriſt in him, and the riches of grace 

4 be more to you, then it he were clothed with cofily aray, 

and gold rings, and wereever ſo rich in this world; 

not high-minded, buc condeſcend to thoſe of low effate ; 

that fo you may be che children of your heavenly father, 

who hath choſen the poor of bit world rich in fab, beirs 

of the King dowe-which be bath premifed ; they are partakers 
| with you of the grave of life, and thall be of the glory of 

| — dei piſe — — 
0 Ninthiſy, Pride of apparel witne e pride ofthe 
— pride heart Oh what 4 is there among profefiors 

to the fafhions of men, though never ſo toy iſi! what ſu- 

perfluicies are uſed to fatishe the pride and wanrenne ſſe 
of mans heart ? how may we fee in the ſtreets ſuch as once 
| learnt of Cbriſt mecknefle and lowlineſſe of heart, and to 
Bat J walk humbly wich their God 3 now like chofe corrupt 
| daughters ef Syen, Iſa. 5. 16. haughty, Rrutting and walking 
with fivetcbed forth necks, and wantow eyes; ſo at, if mercy 
ent not, we way expect the judgements threatned in 
at chapter to fall upon them; even that inſtead of their 
1 Pet. 3. 3. & fhamefal paintings, curlings; powderings, and unnatural 
wigs, ‘The Lord will fmitewnh a ſcab the crown of their 
ads, and inſtead of a {weet fell there fall be a Rink—_—. 
| Bat brethren, take you heed of ſuch vanities, and be 
Chothed with humiliny, then doubtleſſe will your outward 

clothirig de modeſſ and ſober let it be more your worke 
to get the hidden man of the heart adorned with praces, 
that (6 in ſpiritual gloiy, you may be as the Kings 
daughters all glerious within , and your clothing of 
is iebut pride that makes men to intrude 
into the Throne of Obrift, mak ing laws for their brethren, 
and judping tiem for che breach of them? the Apoftle 
checks fuch inſobencies, Rom. 14. 4. Who art thou that 
another wrens ſervam, to bis own Muflerbe ſtanileib 
fall § and ver. tt. Why daft thom judge thy ‘brother? 
Why deft thon ſet ot thy brother? te fall all 
fore 


— 


| 
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before the judgement- feat of Cbriſt; for 4 live, faith the 
Lord, every knee fhatl bow to me —— As if he thould fay, 
thou cakelt away my prerogative, to make Jaws tobind 
arid} 8 conſciencet, expecting all to bow to tliee ; that 
is my place, they are to bow to me onely. There is 
more ado now about ſuch things as are left to Chriſtian 
pruden ce, and wherein every man fhould be fatisfied in hits 
own minde, and not be cenſured by ſuch as cannot agree 
with him, we mean ſuch things onely as are not contrary 
io any Sceipture- rule, then there is about the great 
things of the Goſpel, as faith, and holineſſe; wd we 
obſerve that men are apt to be more zealous for their 
own then for Gods laws; hence it is that they offen ſtand 


upon them, to the grieving, yea, and to the rending of the 
Churches of Chrift ; what ftirs are there this day among 


Saints in many places about the preſent government, 
fome being offended becauſe men will not cenſure them 
that govern, others judging thoſe that cenfure them; 
ſo allo it is about Minifters maintenance; yea, men are 
grown to that paſſe, that their wills muſt be laws to all 
others, even to every lace, pin and poynt they wear, and 
hence arife moſt of the divifions fod rentings among 
them, which if it be ferioufly weighed, will appear to 
rife from no other fountain then fpirttual pride. 
Thus having ſpoken of fom? of the apparet effects of 
this reigning fin, of {piritual pride;we defire to renew our 
exhortation to you, even that you would with diligence 
watch againft fo great an evil, which is the caufe of fo 
much miſchief in the world, and among your felves, 
leaft chat judgement chreatned, Mal. 4. 1. fall heavily upon 
you, even that when the day of the Lord cometh be will 
burn you up root and branch; O be not proude, for the Lord 
bath fpoken it: But if you will not bear, our foul Mhall weep in 
cvet places for your pride, and bewale the mifery that is 
ixe to befall ov. 


Hypocrifie 
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much of a pharifaical (piri 
a Pet. 1. 9. ſuch 48 


2. 18,93, 


Fiichly, To be apt to ſlander and jeer at others, Prep, 
‘a am Jo be cenforions, and apt to judge others, 


ve 


the ces 


ae 


cigning Corruption... \ 


never they Have known, have 


aint this ſpirit, we have tt ought good from Scri 


Ful, To fand upon,and feck to be juitiGed by inhe. 
dent thus that Pberifee, Lake 18. 9, 
He in that be wes righ- 


Secondly „ To contemn and flight others, exal | 
himfelfe as the fame pbarifec, Luke 18. it, 12. 
not (faith he) as other. men: are, extortionsrs 


To deſpiſe of (heir 
v he account Of thei 
Fourth, To compaffe Sea and Land de make Profelytes, 
~ though indsed it ts to be che Hel, 


9. 16. & 10, 20. Mat. 1 l. 19. 


* 
* 
4 
— 


‘ 
wa 
| 1 
1 
14 
Drag. —— 
Ar Olen ork ing the co raini ; 
— 
taders; thereby. {hes voluntary 
leaders; thereby ſhewing a 
ili, which things indeed be ue a ſhem Cand nothing but 
a thew ) of wifedom in will-worfbip and aud 
her the le faith of the 
like 17 en (28.1 af 
ce people) they are. veinly witha mind, Col. 
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the Law, as, 


Séventhly,, Toftand much onlaws of their oma ma- 
king. and more onthe leſſer, than the greater chings of 


Gods Law So, 23.23, 24 They 
Aud anrife, and cummin and umitted 27 jugs of 


judgment, mercy, faith SO allo 12. 

they blame the Dilciples for plucking the ears of corn, 

which (brift Maths 15. 3. they blame 
them for cranfgreffing the tradision oft the Elder 2 


itb unwafben bands , and yet made nothing to 
ame 


the Law of by shir traditions, vet, 3. So they 


for the man with the band, 
Mark 3. 


Eighty, To make all their fers of ep, 


' ing lo in the outward man, as might heget inthe ha people 
“an opinion of their holinets, as that kind of Pharifee, 


called Pharifems trancatus,, who.in going would ſcarſe 
luft up his feet from che ground; and were thoſe 


mentioned, , 6. 1. Tab been that you do not your 
before — aud ver 2. thon thine 
alt, do not found a trumpet before thee asthe bypocriteode 
iin tbe Synagoguesandsathe fire ts, thabthey may be feen of 


men, and bat e glory of men. ‘and ver. 5. 


them hn pre tha fale et be nsthe. bypecrices are , for they 


and thecorner? 


ſo 


hove to pray 
fircets, 1 


they disfigure their, faces that’ they ‘appear $6 men 
2 — But behold what Chriſt faith uro them, 
(Mat.23. 27,28. mme yn Scribes and Pharifees, 
Sor qu ave like ante whited % which in- 


beautiful out ward, 
4 right mt me. 
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30 to Saims, 
To 


pet form ſome duties of Religion, to co- 
ver their as that they might devosr 2 boufes, 


fora pritence to ſeem to do fome eminent ſervice to or for 
God, Aar. 23. 14. 
: Bleventhly, To affect to be called Nabbi, and leaders of 
Sects, principling men with other doctrines, than the 
onely Mafter of our faich and religion Chri/t fe/us hath 
taughthy, Mt. 23.7, 8.9 10. 

Lwelfthly, Ta watch the failings and fals of others, and 
to be quick-fighted in difcerning them, and to charge 
tbem with every weaknefs whiles themfelves are guilty of 

greater evils, Mar. 3.2. Mat. 7. 3.4. | 
‘Thirteenth, To per ſecute the godly under a pretence of 
more lipht or godlinels; Mat, 33.34.35. and 26. 65. 
Fourteenth. To make fins of ſuch things as God makes 
none; Lee 13. 14, 15, 16,17. look to this ye cenſori- 
ous ſpitits, that often cauſeleſly judge your brethren, ac- 
cording to your'own fancies, humors and affecti- 
Fifteenth, Not to confefs their finfulnefs or error, 
though it be evidenced unto them, and they in their con- 
{crences be convinced of it, Lake 12. 57. as thoſe, that 
deiag not able to reply to cleat proofs and ‘convincing 
ergumente; either find evaſtons, or, like ſcolds, fall a rail- 
ing againſt thoſe they ſpeak with, as all that ever ce met 
with of that frothy generation; called Quakers, alwa yes 
did in their difcourfe with us. 
Wepray you, to rake ſerious review of every. 
of chefe Scripture marks of pheriſaĩcal hypocrites, which we 
lave endeavoured for your good t diſcover; and exarfiine 
aad judge, whether which oppofed ¢ bri? 
and his Apoſtles in the old Phariſees, and which he ſo often 
reprovedsn them, be not let out th time, nd feven other 
vatican fpirits woriothan himſelf ( Hit were poffible) are 
come with hin, ascharof the Sidutes deny ing the refur- 
rection , &c. yea, and feveral other hideous monſters are 
now crawling about in each corner of this land ; 123 


— — 
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be the more tateful to look to your ow ſtandiog and ſin- 
cerity, knowing that the ſincete Chriſtian will onely conti - 
nue faithful. and that thoſe onely that continue to the end 


fhall be ſu ob 
Contempt of Magiftracy the third. migaing Cr - 


Ci of Magiftraty is a ſin of the laſt times; wheres, 
re we living inthem, ; ſhould carefully watch apainft 2 Tim.;. 
ie; read 2 Pet. 2. 10, % 13. and there you ſhall ſee 1. 
the perſons of thofe that deſpiſe Magiftracy ate ranked - 
mong thofe chat walk At the fle%,. and theit qualities de- 
ſctided they deſpiſt pre/umprmons are 
they, felf-willed, they are not afraid to [prak evil aig nities, 
2. their fin aggravated from the contrary example of: An. 
gels; whereas Ang ls, Whith are greater in pom rund might, 
brinz not railing accufations aguinft thom before rhe Lord, bat 
thefe as natural bruit beuſte, made to be taken and 
[peak evil of therkings they underftand not. 3. Their tad, 
they foal utterly pirifh in tix ir own corruption,and foall ricei ve 
the reward of unrighiecuſu O brethren, take 
heed of this reigningwickednefs, let not ſirit in. yom, 
which laſt eib antoenvy, lead you either, to die d minim, 
or to fpeakoevil of dignitics; (theſe are the Scripture Cha. 
ractets of the moſt ungodly men, ur ) but rather 
hearken to that merk and lowly ſpirit of che Lord Jefus, 
whereby you will be taught (according to his Word) 
1 Tim: 2. 2,3. To pray fer al that ave in anthority, that yor 
‘may bead a quiet and peaceable lifein al godlineſi and lo- 
nefty for ibis is good and ac-eptabl:toGod: and alſo to be ſub · 
ject tothem, according to Rem. 13. 1, Let every foal be 
ſrbjett to the big ber powers, fer there is n pomer but of God, the 
powers that be art trdained of God, whofoever therefore refiftetls 
‘the power, vejiftcth tht or din ce of Cod, and they that refit 
foall receive to themſelves damnation: and ver. J. Wherefore 
you needs he [ubjett not onely for wrath put forcon[cience 
Sake > yes mir further in che 5. and 6. verfes, for thus camfe 
‘pay alſo for story — 


Mat. 2.11. 


; 

* 
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1.21. 
704.17. 


Lia 49.23. 


uud to too much peevithnels againſt, the preſent Powers, 


32 Admonitions to Saints. 

pray you obferve who theſe Powers, or GodsMinifters, 
were; Were they not wicked Nero (thatcame tothe Em- 
pire by the laughter of feveral of his near relations) and 
his infidel Deputies? Brethren, God fometimes /ets over 
the kingdoms of the earth the bafeft of men, and that in moſt 
ftrange and untrodden wayes, and evento theſe we are al- 
wayes to yield either active or paflive obedience ; how 
much more then fhould we with chearfulneſs ſubmit to Gods 


power given into the hands of godly men, who have fhewn 


themfelves (as we by large experience can fay ) nurſing 
Fathers unto us: Obconfider that they are but men, and 
provoke them not; the chiefeft of Saints may fall, and fo 
may they; therefore improve your intereft daily at the 
Throne of Grace for them, efpecially that they may not be 
left fo to themfelves, asto be the rebuilders of what they 
have deſtroyed; bu: thit they may rather go on chearfully 
and teſolutely, through all oppoſi ions, to finifh the work of 
the Lord committed to them; and that they may not ref in 
their o vn proſpetity and fecurity, as having obtained their 
end; but may go on with courage, and continued reſoluti- 
on, until no one ftone of Ban be left upon another: and . 
we beſeech you, asyoulovethe Lord, to joyn hearts and 
hands with them in this great work; and if at any time you 
find them in apparent neglect of theit duties, rail not a- 
giinft them, but humbly, wich prayers for them, addrefs 
your ſelves unto tem, meekly fhewing your grievance ; 
which if they will not hearken to, fuastoredrefs, itis your 
work to weep in ſecret for them, and not to let the Lord 
alone, until he either ſne you the unreafonablenefs of your 
deſires, or incline them to grant them: we are confident, it 
courſe had been taken , ing ead of all thoſe railings and 
cenſurings that have been uſe d, the work o/ the Lord in thefe 
and forrain parts had not been fo much retarded, Antichrift 
had not gained fo much footing in our own land as he late- 


ly hath, nor yet many things in the S ate, once intended to 


be reformed, would have ſtood up to this day: Where- 
fore, beloved brethren, cake heed that che guile of all theſe 
evils lie not upon you,while by your non-concurrence with, 
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‘Admonitions ta Saints, 23 
you weaken their hands ſo as they cannot do the good they 


would, and alfo ſttengthen the heads and hearts of your and 1 


their implacable enemies, to plot and endeavour the ruine of 
us all that feat or profefs the Name of the Lord. 


Worldly. mindeducſi the fourth reigning 


I; is fad to fee how, not onely the wicked, whofe p.rtion in Pfl. 17.14. 
in this life, butalfoyou (Who profefs your felvesto be 
ſtrangers and pilgrims here below, preſſing after and haften- Heb.11.13, 
ing to the Kingdom prepared in the heavens for you) fo 1 Pet. 2.1. 
much feek after the riches, pleafures and honours of this 
world: 1. Brethren what do you mean? is there no end 
of laying up treaſures on earth, where ruft and moth doth cor - Mat. 6 i9é 
upt, and u here theeves break, through an i fical: remember 
our great Law - givers command, Lutte 12.15. Take heed 
and beware of cot etauſacſe, for a mant life confifteth not in the 
: abundance of what he poſſeſſeth: You saay live as well with | 
the bleſſing of God upon hat you have, though little, as on 
a thoufind timesmore: Oh that you ard we had learn'd 
with Paul that bleſſed leſſon; z whatluver flare we arc, phil. 4 11. 
therewith tobe content: While you, by too earneſſ purfuit of 
riches, do feck either, to mzke your felves honourable, orto 
hoord them up fot others, or elſe to hate tbem that you 
might ſpend them on your luſts; do you not haz ird your 
oor fouls ? and if you fhould /oofethem, what are youthe 1.16.18. 
though yom fhould gain ile whole world? Confider,we 
beſeech you, that covetous perfons are ſuch as the Curd ab- 
ſorreth, Fſal. 10 4. and will not have to be in his viſible 
Church, 1 Cer. 5 11. nor yet in hs Kingdom of glory, 
Ephef.is 3. 1 Cor. 6 9, 10, it is a fin which he will not have 
as much as named among his people, E 3 and fot ahh 
he ſotely ſm tes them, /. 57 17. it was the fin of the 
Gentiles to which God judicially gave them up, Rem. 1.29 
a and is the ſin of the laſt times, 2 Tim 3.2 called idolatry, - 
Col. 3. 5. Epbeſ. 5.5. It brings aman totemptations , aad *P 
4 ſu are, and many foolifo and burt{ul lufis,which drown men in 
perdition and defiruction , it is the root of all evil, whicheanfed — 
terre fromthe faith, 
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24 Admonitions td Saints, 
with many forrows, 1 Tim. 6.9,10. this made Bam go 
3 to curſe the people of God; he loved the wages of unrigbte- 
2 Pet. 3. 15. Je 11. this made plot 
| and cauſe the deſttuction of Naboth, and ſo to ruine him- 
ſelf and poſterity, 1 Xing, 21. and 22. this made Juda: 
to ſell his Maſtet, the Lord of life, for thirty pieces of ſilver, 
and foto undo himſelf forever, Mat. 26.15. this made 
eAnanias and Saphira to lie againſt the holy Ghoſt, and ſo 
to come to be punifhed with ſudden death, Ad, 5. this 
is the root of much cruelty and oppreffion by great per ſone, 
racking Land- lords, mercileſs Ufurers, treacherous Guar- 
diansof Infants, againft whom the loud cries of the poor 
widdows, and fatherleſs, daily go up to heaven; yea, there 
nab. iz. f. is not a calling, whether Magiſtrates, Miniſtere, Lawyers, 
civil Officers, or Souldiers, nor yet a trade in the Common- 
wealth, but is much corrupted by this fin: Wherefore bre- 
thren, let you converſation be without covetouſneſs; you 
are partakers of a heavenly calling, be heavenly minded, let 
yourconverfation be in heaven, and your affections upon 
things above. 


Confider ( with what hath been ſaid) that there is no- 
thing can be more vain thento harbour covetous deſites; 
for We cannot acdone cubit to our ſtature, Mah 6 27 We 
cannot grow wealthy without Godsbk fling, we g- 
they and put all into a bag with holes, Hg. 1. yea God is wont 

do hinderthe ends of covetous men, as Ananias, Achan, 
5“ who inftead of being enriched, Were utterly undone 
y their covetoulnefs ; befides men are uncertain of their 
lives long to enjoy them, as that fool, Lake 12. 10. and after 
death they profit not, Prov. 11.4. nay while men live they 
are uncertsin of them, 1 Ti 617. this appearsin fobs 
Lab 1. 3. umple, who was the grrateſt ef all the menof the East ; yet 
aftetward became the very proverb of poveity ; riches and 
honoursare deceitful things, lying vanities, sever perform- 
ing all their promi ſes; they aretranfitory things, He. 13. 
' 14. 4k Was Ring Marching witha potent Army, an 
drowned in the Sea in the — So Vafi Chine, 

in che middeft of her feaſting ber ropal eſtate, E. i 

S 


0 


Num. 13. 
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| Admonitiont to Saints. 35 
So Haman, who was above all the Princes of King Abaſue- B& 7: 
rua, faddenly fell from his glory, infomuch as he was hanged 
on the gallows chat hé had provided for good Afordecay : 
A donibexeck that cut off the thumbs and great toes of [eventy 
Kings , and made them to gather crumbs under bistable, was 
kim/elf from all this height juftly drought to the fame ex- 
tremity,fudges 1.6,7. What ſhould we fay of Nebschad- Dan. g. 
nezzar,Who in à moment, of a Monarch of the world, was 
turned into the field to cat graſi like abcast, of Beli, 
of Alexander the great, called she He-goat; Dan. V. Wo 
quickly overthrew all the Kingdoms that he came to and 
ſaw, and his Monarchy was as quickly overthrown; of He 
rod, &c. and many others in the facred Story j yea there Act. 1121, 
is no Nation, but their Chronicles yield fome patterns kl 
this kind; and bave we not ſeen with our eyes, to the praife 
of the Lord, of late in our on lande ximples of this nature 
ſufficient to prove the uncertainty of all earthly riches and 
honors: Befidesall this know afluredly, that you cannst 
Serve Ged and Mammem; and that he that isa friend ta the 
wicked, is an (nen j to Ged fobn 4.3. and that while are 
worldly minded, you will be dead to ſpitituals, sete fi 
little or nothing by the means of grace, Luke 14, 19, 20. 
Math. 13. 23. but if you overcome this one corruption of 
worldly-mindednefs, you will be able to refilt Suthan; and 
moſt of his temptations: Be careful therefore to watch 
your hearts herein, and commit yout ſelves, families and 
eſtates to him that careth for you more than for Ravens Mx. 6. 
that are daily fed, or Lillies that are continually clothed by 


Nu. 5 24. 


Deca) of Love the fift reigning Cerruptson. 


| Van of love among Saints is ſuch a ſin, a calamity 

V * miſery, that cauſeih great im entf heart, and Iudg 3. 16. 
wounds the fouls of the followers of Ka Lamb, Whg defire 

to live guictand peaceable Hife in all godline[s and honesty, * Tim. >> 
when on the other fide ſome (asa good man faith of them) | 

are like the Salamandérs, that love and livein the fire of 
contentions: yea,they arclikethe fire it (cll, de/emon 


— — 


| 


36 to. Sai. 


faith, Prov. 36 21. Ascoals are to burning coals, ſe 
ttentien man to kindle Strife: It is ſad to ſee, how full the 
Church and Stare are of theſe incenduties, whom the ho/ 
Cbeſt (though chey may pretend much to religion, and call | 
wich the black characters of 


their corruption real) 
carnallity, « Cor. 3.3, 4, ignotance of God, 1 4. 8. 
difafteGiontoGod, 1 4. 206. 
* Dent brethren, confider,we pray you, that this is a fin of 
the laſt times, Math a4. 12.49. and that you are not yet fo 
petfected in grace, as that you may not be overtaken wich it: 
Paul and Barnabas that had ſweet communion with, and ex- 
perience of, each other in Chriſt, upon a trivia! occaſion fell 
do ſuch fharp contentions, that they departed a ſunder one 
from another, 4,15 39. and Paul withſtood Peter to the 
faceat Astioch, Gal. 2.11. there were divifions among the 
primitive Churches, and ſo there may be among you, as long 
as there ate fo many cauſes within, among, and about you, 
>, to provoke you to it: The Devil, that old enemy, continues 
N ſtill ehe accuser ef the Brethren, and by all means of pollicy, 
diligence and power, (etki to devour you, 1 Pet. 5.8. and to 
that end firſt fecks to divide you ; as if he made that prin- 
ciple which he infuſeth into his pern cious ſervants ( divide 
andreign ) to be his on rule; neither wants he opportu- 
nity and mattet to work upon; for your own hearts and 
corruptions, like gunpowder, are ready toclofe with, and 
conform tothe leaft {park of his temptations; hence it is 
that the Kpoſtſe faith, 7. 4. 1. from whence come wars 
and fightings among you? come they not hence, even of 
Four lafts, chat wur in your members ? luſt in the members 
~ ‘ts the material cauſe of jarrings and divifions particularly. 


ry 
Firſt, Pride, 13. 10. Onely from pride comes conten- 
Frov. A proud man will not ſtoop expects all to 
undo iim, and When he meets with oppoſition, or dif- 
, he becomes furious. A a 
Envy, which will brook no ſuperior in things 
‘natural, ; thus could net abide his bros 
ter Alen, nor reſt until he had taken away bis life, be- 


we 
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we fear many in theſe daits, deſpiſe und ſpenlc evil off. 

And act againft ſuch Miniſters, and others, asthe Lord 

geifted and hononted, and ali from that bale of envy’: eins 

from which even the Saints axe not free, asthe Apoftle con- 

cludes, James 4.5. There ssa ſpirit in that h unte 

Thirdly, felf- ſceking and. felf. pleafing , contrary co. chol¢ 

rules Rom, 15. 2, 3. — pleaſt eum felvess 

et ever ene of mg pleaſe his neighbour for hit goud to edifica> 


tion, for even pleajed not bissfelf and Phi’; 
4. 5. Let mocheng be dene through ftrife andwvain-glery, 
ab 1 of mind, let aach eſt em otber better has 
themfelves: Look nat every man en his thing . 


very man alſo an the thing ef Let ile ſame uind 
in you which was alſe in Cbriſt Fe(us, Here e 
Dleſſed exhortations, and a bleſſed pattern propoſed in hom 
theſe Sctiptures, which, if followed, would lend us into 
and Keep us in the way of peace and love. 11122 8 
It is fad co {ee whar rigudnels of ſpirit, what, cenſoriouſ- 
neſs hach poff fled the minds of proſe ſſors, agsialt ali chat 
diff from them, though but in the leaſt of circumftantials, | 
forgetting that rule, Phil. 3. 13,16. Les therefaresas m. 
ny a6 be perfect be thus minded, (that is to preſſe toward the eet 
mark, as ver. 14. ), andif. in anything yr 
God foall reveal even that 
to we have already attained, let u walk by the ſame rale, lit 
u the fame thing: I here ate ſome fe wedded. to felt- 
pleafing , that they wou'd have the oonſeiences of others, in 
All chings to ftoop to their pleaſutes, not all wing cat lati- 
tude, which in ſuch cafes Cod hach given, evenchatevery 
mas ſbould be firft fully pe {waded in his own mind, Rom. 14. 
F. And ſo they-dividefrom all, that in every will 
not ſuit with their humors, while themſel ves are fo wilfully 
bent, chat they make nothipg of grieving the Saiots,rending 
of Churches, and hindering of the work d God and all be- i 
 caufe they cannot fe Lord it ovet the conſciences their 24.1; 
brethren , as to force them to this ot that fappofed duty: 
Thefe are they that diſturb Stent peace, {weet communien 
and edification, (peading their tin in and 
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di/puter, Whith gender 2 Tim, 2,23. andare re- 
ficable au win, Tir. 3. 8, 9. Thefe men are called 


matting, andepervir fe; 1 Tin. 6. 4, 5. And trul 
is tee Wich What rafhinefs, and paſſionate 
nefs, thefe , like Wolves, violently ſet upon the harmlefs 


Lambs of Chriff, {cattering them into ſeveral factions, and 
then how 


they endeavour to fill them with prejudices againſt 
done amorher, and this they do either by raifing fale aſperſi- 
56. as thoſe er. 20. 10. and 9 4. and 6. 28. or by wrelt- 

ing mens words and actions, and preſenting them to the 
eyes ot the world, and their ſeditious followers, in the foul- 
8 eft dreſſe that malice can put upon them, carefully obſerving. 
a1, even wich Bagles eyes, every more of failings; and wilfully, 
Pro.16. 28, like blind Batts, paſſing by mountains of excellencits, in 
Rom. 1. 29, thoſe they oppoſe; or elſe by loud exclamitions 145 ſome 
om of their practices, ( which hlawhul ) they fo violently 
** 1 condemne, that they make their weak followers to conclude 
a certainty or truth in what they affert, not as much once 
examining it by che rules ot Scripture, and right 
reafon ; und if once they can find out any particular fault in a. 
ny perſon, they uſually excliim ⁊gainſt all that are in commu- 
nion with him ; yea ſometimes faſten it upon the whole pro- 
feflion Whertof he is. But bi ethren we hie better things 


Pro. 29. 23 
1Tim.s. 


of yoothoughwe ſpea, and that you will he arken to 
cher grea: Command ment of cut Lord, even te love an- 


Wehn 4. ther; 15. 18. 17. And we'befeech you in thé bewe/s 
a of Core, nor to ſuſter Saran and your Own cortu, tions to 
(prevail, fo'as to Hinder your peace and love; let nothing of 
prideyervy, (olt-pleafing, frowa-diefs, wilfulnels, cenfo~ 
wiouſneſs of Saines in things indifferent, whiſperings, railings 
rigianeſd, Or any other thie , divide you from 
thele , wich whom you are in Chri? infepatably united; 
‘Contd er your fold with mtationed Eps. 4. together 
. wich the tion of the 


ſeerb yo thar ye wall worthy of the 

with tony fuffering, ferbraring one another in love, 

ag to keep the writ) of the [pivis in the bond of ace, 

g one perl, are ealedin bepe of 


to Saints... 21 


one Lord, ont Faith, one ove God aut 


Father of all, who is abo pe, and thromgh all, aud in you all * 
Confider alſo your calling, even te peace, 1 Pet. 3. J, 9. 


1 Cor. 7.15. and how diviſions are difhonourable to Cbriſt, 
grseve the .[pirit of God, 


fobs 17. 21, 22, 33. how 
Eph. 4. 30, 31, 32. and the (pirits of the Saints, yea and your 
own ſpirits while they cannot enjoy themſelves, by reafon 


of that root of bi:tern:/s which is among you; how they — Heb. 12,1. 


voke the Lord againſt a people, Rev. 2. 4, 5 ho they 


others from the truth which you proteſs; how thereby you 


conſume one another, Gal: 5. 1 how they hinder prayets, 
a Pet. 3. 


15. 16. 1 Tin 1. 4 how they hinder the ſhining ele, 


on in fobs 13. 35. and» the carrying on 
the work of God in eur Generation, in Churches and Com- 


mon- wealth; how much pret ous tim: which ſhould be 


daily rede med, is daily loft by them g. briefly, how / they are 


the caufe of all evil, Jams 3. 16. Where envying ana ftrife 


tbere is confufion and i very evil work: Conſider futther, 
that the and Peridcite dwell n our Land, our ene- 


mies obferve our diviſiuns, and cry Alu, /e we mould bave 


it; and finally that the comming of the Eard draweth nigh 
1 Theſ. 3. 12, 13. Conſider, thou cauſer ot divifions, how 


thou wilt then ſtand before him, when ( it may be) he ſhall 
tale thee /miting thy fellow ſer vanti, and cut the aſunder. ana 
Appeint the portion With the hypocrites, Where be weep- 


ing and guaſting of teeth ; Matt. 24.49.2514 Beloved Bre- 
through the bleſfing of God, 


have in fome meaſure effectually wrought wich us, to keep up 


a ſpirit ofunion awong us, fo we bope they may do with j ou, 


vue befeech you therefore ſenouſly to peruſe them, and to 


* 


day them to heart, and if ther ebe au Con/olazion in Chrift , 

F any comfort of love, if any fellow for of the unit, if any be- 
welt & mercies ſulſil ye uur joy | 
the (ame love, being of one accord, of one winks, Lit qorhing Per. 


be done glery; Give over your cenſu- 
rings the conſciences of y 
amo 


7. Matt. 18. 18. 1 Tim, 3. 8. and edification by 
thofe gifts chat the Lord hath given among you £p4, 4 12. 


bat ye be having 


4 
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Erh. 5.16. 


Sen 13.17 


— 
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Invitations to Back-fliders. 
ves, according to that full defeription of it, 1 c. 
chis 2 — 


without it all your gifts, and other 
| flourithes | are worth. 
is — — — — —— — 
Invitations to Back-/liders. 


Herable Creatures, ic ammeth and gtieveth out hearts 
toconfider your fad condition, how you abuſe the pre- 
tious mercies of peace, liberty, and plenty, and hike Jeſurun 


Deut 32. ot old, grow fo wanton as te forfake the God that made you, 


and li to eftcem of the rock, of your Salvation, and to 
19. provoke him to jealonſie, and even to abhor yeu becaufe of 
2 2 yeur abominations ; wherefore we thought good eft 
youl d-die in your iniquity, and ſo your blood be required at 
dur bands, in the name our Lord Jeſus to invite you to re- 
turn, even you cither 
Kings Fil, in heart or affection, as the Church of Ephesus, Rev. 
4. who were fallen from their ſirſt love; or Solomon, 
heart Was turned from the Lord God of shongh 

be had appeared to him twice: or, 
Secondly in.converfation; and that either in — uch 
as tend to the denying of the Lord or any of his waycs, 
33. 2 Pet. 2.7. 4. 1 did, Jobs 18. 
25, elle m works, Tit. 1. 16. Pet. 3. 3. whether 
by an apparent of his worſh p, or any other du- 
ties that he requires of you in your callings towards him 
drmm, Prev. 2. 13- Gal 4 9— Mad. 3. 14. and 1. 12. 

1351 Or, 

mehre judgment and do&cine ; whofe heads. and hearts 


Jour inner man is corrupted, it is deſperate, when. un. 
der the Law, the leprofic appeated in any part of the bo- 
dp, che perfon was pronounced Levit. Bae 
dut if it were in the head, he was to be 


terly. nnclean, and with a doubliug of the word, — 


ate poſleſſed with error ; your cafe is mo dangerous, 


— 


| 


bead infection is moſ dangerous, 4 head leprofie is moſt 
abhorred by God, and moft incureable. 


Zut whatfoever your caſes is, you are invited to return to 

him that is able to heal all your back-flidings, and foul- 

diſtempers, though never fo deadly: ceafe therefore from | 
your wilful obſtinacy, or carelefs indifferency of fpirit, and 

intbe fear of the Lord ferioufly weigh thefe following mo- 

tives or invitations. - 


7 he firſt Maive of aback: fidden ftate. 


1. Confider the grievouſneſs of your condition ; you 
have committed Two evils that may jultly afonifp the very 
keavens, you have ferſalęn the fountain of living waters, and Nr. l. 185 
to your ſel ves broken cifterns that will hold ud water, 13. 
you cannot have any real benefit by your wandrings; there 
ate but husks to be found any where from your fathers houſe; Luke ig. 
and though fort a time a deceived heart may ſo ſurn you afide, 
as to feed on aſbes, and not to kniw A lie in qcur right hand; yet Ila. 4 20. 
be fure of it your fouls having not real food, pine (though 
infenfibly all the while) and you fhall one day (if 
ycu utterly deftroy not your felves) feel the imate of thoſe 
difezfes, that ſuch una holſome food hath cauſed in your 
Furthermore your condition is far worfe than theirs that 
never made a proft ſſion, as the Apoftle concludes, 2 Prt 2. 
20, 21,22. After they have vſcaped the pollutions of the world, 
threxgh the kucwledge of the Lord and Saviour fes (briff, 


they are again intangled therein, and overcome, thelater end ss 
worfe with them than the beginning 5 for it bad-beew better fer 


them nct to have known the way of rightcon{nefs, then 


bave known it to turn from the boly 
unto them There are ſix particular aperavations of che 
fins are greater and of a higher nature, be- 
wiedge,tormer ¢xpetiences;and convicts. 


/ 
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4¹ Invitations to Racl- 
2. The Devil being once gone out of you, and now 
returned into you, bath gotten a feven-fold advantage, 
and a more full poſſeſſion of you, and fo fortified himſelf 
againtt all che means of doctrine, reproof ind counſel, 
t uſually work upon other fouls, as that they will not 
once move you; according to that of our Saviour, Lake 
11,325, 6. The unclean{pi:it returning,takes with him 
tuen other [pirits more wicked tban himſelf, and they enter 
in and dwell there, and the laſt ſtate of that man is worſe than 
the firſt: Now, like one often heated, you are hardened, 
againſt the Word and Ordinances, and whit good can 
you then expect to your fouls. 
3. Your condemnation is greater than the wicked- 
eſt of men that never knew the Lord, Lale 12.47. That 
fervent that knewhis Lords will, and prepared not kimfelf, 
neither did accirding te bis will, [ball be beaten with many 
firipes: But he that knew not his Lords will, and prepared 
nat himfelf, mitker did according to bis will, ſpall be beaten 
with few H ripes; for unto who mſoec ver much is given, of him 

Mall be much required, and to whom men have committed 

much, of him they will ask tbe mere: The Lord hath com- 
mitted much ot knowledge and other tallents and advan- 

tages, unto you, where are your returns know you not 
thet he will call you to a ſtrict account, and what will 
you do in that day ? how will yęu ſtand before him? 
yon have not ontly bid your tallents with that un profi- 
table ſervant, A4 ath. a5 but prodigally ſpent all, and now 
with {wine you feed on husks ; return we befecch you 
toy our fathers houfe,leaft you perifh for ever. 

4. If yon go but a little further on (as many in theſe 
out dayes do) there will be no place left for your re- 
pentamce: remember thoſe Scriptures, NH. 6.4, 5,6. It 

for thofe , who were once enlightened,and have tas — 
Ard of she heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the boly 

Ghoft and bave tafted of the goud word of Cod, and the powers 
of the world to come, if they foall fall 


away, 
ſesing they eracifie ¢ Son 
And Heb. 10 26, 
7 


and put him to 
Uf we fin wilf 


eit 


— 


after that we have 9 


* 


| * 
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the knowledge of the truth, therevemaineth no more [acrifice 
for fins, but a fearful booking for of judgment and fiery in- 
dignation, Which ſpa devowr rhe adverfaries He that de- 
Spifed Moſes Lan died without mercy under tye or three wir- 
neſſes: of bow mach ſorer prnifoment, ſuppoſe you, he be 
thought worthy, whe hath trodden undev foot the Son of God, 
and bath counted the Hlouil of the Ccvemant, wherewith be was 
[anttified,a common thing, and bath done deſpite to the Spirit 
of grace; hearkento this and tremble, you enemies tothe 
of Chrift whofe god ts ycur belly, whogtory in your Phil. 3. 1 8. 
fosme , whe mind earthly things: and efpecially you that?. 
flight Chrift, his wayes, ordinances, or people and dare 
ufe your hard ſpetehes againſt him or them; know aſſured- Jude 10 
ly there will be no way of efeaping from, nor means to 15. 
oppole his power, when be comes with ten thoufand of bis 
Saints,to execute judgment upon all according to their works ; 
wherefore before you fia unto death, and your repen- 
— “tance be too late, return to the Lord your God; 
for 


5. The Lord will (if you go on impenitently ) de- 
liver youup to hardnefs of heart , as formerly he did the 
Gentiles, H.br. 1. 22,23 24, 26,27 28. peruſe this Scrip- 
ture, and you fhall find that it wias becanfe they did not lib 
to retain God in their knowledge and becauſe when they te 
him they glovified him not, hut became vain in their imag ina 
tions, therefore the Lord gave them up to all mannet of 
vileneſs. asa moſt juſt pun ſhment of their ſin. And are 

not theſe your fins, let your confciences be witneſs, and 
if this be not the punifhinent in theſe dayes of many, ſet 
the world be witneſs, whilethey may behold their vain 
converſat ion, and wilful obſtinacy to maiutrin the geofelt 
hereſtes: Wherefore take heed to adyentute too far in 
vour deſtructive wayes, leaſt the Lord pronounce ſad 
fentence on you, mentioned, Rev. 221 l. let him chatis 1. 18 
unjoſt be unjuft fill, and him that is fitehty de tim; 
if the Lotd onte gives dp to herd heart, wis Hf. U 
the greateſt judgwent om this fide bell; Wberrchir 
dna poor creatare, wen if be mould 


— — 
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44 Invitations to Baek-ftiders. 
ven by terror ) call, and cry, and ſeek the Lord early, he 
may not find him, Prov. 1. 24. 28, 29. the judgment is paſt, 
the word is gone out of the Lords mouth, and therefore 
ehe day of grace, and ſalvation, of hope, and comfort, 
is paſt, he is then in the ſubur bs of hell, whofe gates ate 
open to receive him. hited 
6. Your condition of any people is moft abominable 
to God, 10.38. If any man draw back, (faith he) 
125.1. foal have no pleaſure in him; he accounts you sxfit 
i the Kingdom of Heaven, Luke. 62. andwillhave . 
his people to reject you, Tit.3.10. and not to bid yo God 
ſpeed, 2Fobn 9.10.11. nor as much as to eat, or have 429 


bateſul you are in his eyes, Who hath enjoyn- 
ed them to be courteous towards all, yea even the wortt 
of finners, but towards you alone. | 


Second Mori ve. from the good that back fliders once found in 
the wayes of God. 


Remember what good you found when you walked clofe 
wich the Lord; Can you rot by experience fay with the 
Luke 15,17 Prodigal, tbat there is bread enough in your fathers houſe, 
while you are feeding with {wine spon husks ? Deal im- 

partially and let your own confcience wirnefS, whether you | 

have tailed any where in all your wandrings, fuch heavenly 

Prov. 9. feaftsas you found in wi/doms houfe,on ber own table, hid you 
er ſuch cordial aples , and foul-refrefhing wine, asyou 

Song *45 ſometimes found in the Lords Own banquetting-honſe? It 
Tonah 1.6. Way be that, like men in a dream, you have fancied to your 
0 ſelves a ſweetneſs in thoſe /ying vanities you ſeek alter, or 
‘feed on, but be awaked, and you ſhall find, that the old ſub- 

til Serpent hath all this while, by the help of a treacherous 
heart, deceived you, to ſuppoſe a ſweetneſs or an excellency 
Ee of old) in that which will really prove your mifery, 
dert ⁊ t leaſt your ſorrow, even to the wounding of your fouls, 
dad Breaking of your bones, as David, Fſal. 51. wives 
ef thofe very bearts,which now delight in them; then (if 


company with you, 1 Cor. §, 11. and all to ſnew how 


| 


had you, yea, familiarity with God in his houfe, and in your 


Invitation to Back-fliders. 45 
reil good to be found, but in the wayes of God, which you 
nos either flight or reject; Ah poor wretches, how can you 
forget thefe experiences, you once had of the ſhinings of 
Gods face upon you, while you walked with him; what en- 
largments had you then in holy duties, as praying, cõference, 
and the like ? what foul-ravifhments in hearing the Word 
preached ? what tranfcendent ſweetneſs inthe reading and 
applying thereof, and meditating thereon? how uſeful was 
it to help you againſt all manner of temptations in the ſad- 
deſt times? yea, even when your fouls have been benighted 
in deſertions : what droppings of grace diſtilled into your 
fouls through the ordinances of Chrift ? what communion 


own clofets ? yea, many times he gave you heavenly refre th- 
ing viſits, and broughtyou into his chambers,and kiſſed you 
withthe kiſſes of his mouth; then had you peace of conſci- 
ence, and the joy of the holy Ghoſt; then were graces 
active, and the promiſes certain, unto you; and can you for- 
get all this, and much more, that your now ſtraying ſouls 
once enjoyed ? David, Pſal 119.93. I will never forget thy 
precepts, for with them thom haſt quickened me: And can yon 
forget all the good that you found in the tried wayes of 
God ,fo as to prefer the fatisfying of your luſt, or following 
of your fancies before them. 


Third Motive, from the great laſi that a back flider i at. 


All your righteouſneſs, that you ( poorfadcreatures) 3. 
have done, will not once be remembred to you , unlefs you Exck. 3.20 
return; confider what the Lord faith, Ezek. 18.24, 26. 33-389 
When the rightcons turneth away from bis aud 
committeth sniquity, and doth ascorcing to all the abcminations | 
that the wicked man doth, foall belive? al bisrighteom{nefs 
that he bath done foall not be mentioned; in bis tre pafstbathe © | 
hath treſpaſſed, and in his fin that be bath faned, in them foal he 
die: Take therefore that wholfome counfel of the holy a 
Gbhoſt, ahn 2. Bl. Look, to. your felves,shat ye loofe not the things Gal. 2.2. 
that ye have wrought, but that full reward: Will — * 
youloofe all your praying, 8 ng, warchings, faftings, 


mournings 
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Invitations to Back-fliders. 
mournings, conflicts, ſufferings, travails and feveral victo- 
ries, yea, former triumphs over fin, the world, and Satban; 
for a vain notion, or afoul luft ? your lofs is great, and your 
gain {mall , whsrefore in time confider your courfe, and 
know, thatonely fuch as with patience continue in well doia 
all recti ve eternal life, Rom. 2.7. Onely ſuch as are faith 
until death, ſball have the crown of life, Rev. 2.10. One ly ſuch 
as faint not foall reap the harveſt of glory, Cal. 6 9. and how 


then do you expect to be faved while you are de parted from 
the Lord. 


F ourth Moti ve, from the faa conſequences of back: flidings. 
Confider the miſerable effects of your back-flidin $; 


thereby you diſhonour the Lord, ve his Spirit, blaſt his 


Churcb, ſtain the profeſſion of his Goſpel, grieve his Saints, 
pleafe the Devil, rejoyce the enemies of God and his 
ple; and thus you do provoke the Lord, at leaſt, to vit your 
tranſgreſſions with the rod, and your iniquities with Stripes, 
Pal. $9.32. then ſhall you know and feel , chat it is an evil 
ng and a bitter to for ſake the Lord your God when yosr 
ewn wickedne/s ſball correct you , and your back-flidings ſball 
reprove you: As the Lord threatens, Per. 2. 19. Then will © 
yen be filled with the bitterne/s of your own wayes, Prov.14 14. 
Believe it, the cafe of a poor foul is fad when it is left with- 
out the comforts of the Spirit, communion with Saints, and 
every of the bleſſed Goſpel priviledges , which it formerly 
enjoyed, under the guile and fhameof fin, horror of conſci- 
ence, anddread of the Almighty, all which is no more than 
a Childof God may be broughtinto, by reafon of back- 
fliding ; yea, and he may {pend many years in the valley of 


| the fhadow of death, in mifery and ſorrow, for a few months 


embracing of a blafphemous opinion, or a tranfitory luſt; 
yea, one grofs fault may ſtick to the conſcience of a poor 


creature while he lives upon the earth, difturbing his peace 
all his dayes. f | | 


* 


But more fad ate the effects of apoftacy,in thofe that ne- 


ver return to the Lord. whom the fear of judgment, and hell, 
doth alwayes follow, till it nales them defparate, like d 


* 
* 
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and many others who in this life partake of the eꝛrneſt of hells 
miſety, which makes them ſomtimes to pine away with for- 
row, ſomtimes willfully to deſtroy themſelves and ſomtimes 
to give themfclves over to all manner of wickedneſs, difpe- 
r. tely concludiigꝑ that there is no way for them but to be 
damned, and therfore they will ſatisfi: their luſts, partly to 
feare theit conſciences becauſe they diſturb hem; and part- 
ly chat they might not loſe their ſhare of pleafures ; for that 
with the Epicure , they conclude they ſhall find none after 
death; theſe are ſome of the fad effects that follow the courſo 
ot lite that you poor creatures lead: wherefore it is high time 


for you to returte to the Lord and his waies, leſt you periſh 
tor cver. | 


F ift (Motive, from the ingratitude that Back fliders | 
foew to God. 


Corſider that deteſtable ingratitude , that Back. fliders 
fhew to God, afin that he heavily complains of in old J/rse/, 
fer. 2. 6, 7. that they remembred not their deliverance from 
Egypt. and chat he bronght them into a plentiful Country & c. 
and in 20, and 21. vetſes 1 have broken thy yoak, and 
I bave bur ft ih bands; and thou faideft , I Will not tranf- 
greſs; when upon every high hill, and an er ev ry green tree, 
thou Wandereft playing the harlot; yet I bd planted the 
ble Vine, whofe plants w reall natural; how then at this 
turned into the degenerate plant of 4 flrange Vine 
and in 5. and 31 verſes, he expoſtulatts with them, What 
iniquity have y ar Fa hers found in me, that they are gone 
far from me, and hade walked after vimity , and are become 
vain? have I been a wilderneſi unto Iſrael, aland of dark- 
n.[s ? wherefore fay my peorle, We are Lirds, we will come no 
more nntotbee? s not this our cafe? What f{piritval, and 
what corporal deliverances have we had from him? what 
promifes and vows of obedience have we male t him? and — 
may not he thus expoſtulate with us, what ev ill have you 
found in me and my waies, that now you eich r fight, or for- 
fake them? What hurt hath my Word, my Or inanccs. my 
People, yea, my Spirit done to you, that now you fheuld fo 
| 2 thaine- 


— 
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John 9. 4. 


Pal. 9. 13. work, and ceafe not to begg 


| Invitations to Sainte, 
fhamelefly turn your backs upon them, yes oppoſe and re- 


ſiſt them õ Have you found theſe things a barren Wildernefs 


unto you? or rather have you not found them a moft fertill 


delightſome foile, from whence you received pleaſant food? 
and while yeu lived and converfed there , were enriched 
with all ſpiritual riches? Nay further, what abundance of 
long fuffering hath he ſhewn towards you? what mercies 
of ſupplies of creatures, what gifts natural 
and ſpiritual, doth he daily beſtow on yon? which you ſpend 
upon your luſts, and to his difhonour, infomuch as he ma y 
( as once he did) complaine, Heſea 2. 8. that you take his 
corm and his wine, his ſilver and gold, which he bath multi- 
plied unto yon, and ferve his enemy with them; yea with the 
reafon, (trength, and parts which he gives you , yea and fome 


ot you would wreft even his own Word, the Scriptures , to 


{peak againſt him, and chus you fi zht againſt him with his 

own Mercies, creatures, and gifts; chis is horrible ingratitude 

indeed. 


Sirt Motive, from the foorthe/s of mans life. 


The life of man is fraile, ſhort, and ancertain; you know 
not how ſoon you matt account for all your miſcarriages, 
and whether jou ſhall have one daies time to return from 
your wandrings; you have a great work to de, even to te- 
turn to the Lord, to redeem the time that you have loft and 
miſpent, to perfect holineſs and to gain a certainty of the 
pardon of fin, and an aſſured hope of glory; delay therefore 
no longer, {et upon it and remember hat the wife man faith, — 
Eccle/, 9.10. Whatfoever thy hand findeth to do, doit with 
all thy might, for there is ne work ,nor device, nor knowledge, 
nor wifdom in the grave whither thou go. O do the great 
work of returning, in jadgement, 3 word and acti- 
ons, to che Lord, and all his waies, with all your might, do 
this work while it is day, for the night cometh. when mo man 

of the Father of li fe 
Jowr Aas:s, that you may apply your 


te teach yan to 


bearts te viſdome 
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back. flidings, I 


Invitations to Back-fliders, 


Seventh Motive, from thereadine{s or ib 
to receave Back-fliders, 


Out long faffering God is not willing chat any of you 
fhould perith,but that all, even his greateft enemies, fhould 


come to repentance ; he is ready to receive you; hearken 
therefore to that bleſſed call of his,Per.3.12,13,14. Return 
thou back ſli ding Ifrael, and I will not cauſe mine anger to fall 


upon on fer I am merciful, faith the Lord, and I will not keep 
anger forever: Onely acknowlege thine iniquity, that thou 
haft tranſgre ſſed againft the Lord thyGed Fun, O 
back fliding sbildren , for I am married to you: and ver. 22. 
Return ye back, fliding children, and I will heal your bac k- ſli- 
dings: In this scripture mark his teadineſs to embrace you, 
by his often calling on you; his promifes to receive you, 
and to heal y. ur bac K fliding ; and by his fetching arguments 


from himfelf, when indeed there can be none in you, to 


move him thereto, or to comfort your ſelves in che aſſurance 
of his favour: I am merciful, I will nat keep anger for ever, 
lam So alſo Heſea 14 4. I will beal their 


Church prayes, cr. 14. 7. O Lord thongh our 


againſt us, do thou it for thy Names fake, for cur back. fidings | 


are many, we bave finned againft thee. 5 
Furthermore otferve how unwilling he is to give you up 
to deſtruction, there is a notable Scripture to this purpoſe, 
Hof. 11. 7, 8,9. My people are bent to back fliding from me, 


though they called them to the moft high none at all would exalt 
give thee E pbraimꝰ bow ſba 1 deliver thee 
How fhall tber as Admah? how fhallI fer. 


theeas Seboim? mint brart is turned within memmy repentings 
are kindled togetber; I will not execute the fitrcene/s of mine 

er; I will notreturntodeftrey Epbram, (mack the rea- 
fon ) for I am God, anũ nt man ¾ ꝛ It is againſt bisheare 


ts ſcouùrgę his poor ſtraying people, he tries all Wayestore- 
claim choo before he layes his panifhing hand heavy upon 


them; he bears long with their abufe of his patience; he 
fends often, he hearkens earneſtly, whether any ee? will 
drop 


love them freely, Upon this account the 
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$0 to Bact. fliers. 
drop from them, that will favour of repentance, and com- 
plains grievonſly againſt ſuch as are obftinate ; as is ver 
obſervable, er. y. 6. Why is this people of Fer uſalem ſtid ien 
back by a perpetual back fliding they hold ſaſt deccit, they re- 
fu [2 to return, I bear lened, and heard, bat ih j [pake nit aright, 
no mans repented him of his wickedne/s , fajing , wat bave I 
Hol. g. 2,9. Beſides, he ſomtimes loads chem with kindneſſes to engage 
em, fometimes he ceprives them of them. and corrects 
Hol. them gentiy wich the rod, to dtive them home to hiqmſeli, 
Hol. 2.14. ſometimes he leads to a wilderneſs, and there allures an 
{peaks 1 yea, he leaves no way unattempted to 
regain them; and ſhall nothing prevail with you? fhailie 
be ſaid of you as once of H rael, rm 7. 24. 25,26. They 
hearkened not, nor inclined their car. thiy walked in the counfels, 
and in the imaginations of their evil hearis, and went backward 
and not ſot mad —— Ibave ſent to them al my Servant the 
Prep ets, dayly rifing up carly and fending i hem; yet they 
hearkened not unte me, buthardned their nech; thy did worfe 
than their fathers. aa! 
Be perfwaded we beſeech you not to provoke our long- 
fuſſering God any longer with your iniquities,and corſidet 
your wayes,and (uffer us to fay to you as the Angel ſaid to 
Hagar, Cen 16 8. Whence comeft i hon, and whitlcr wilt then 
ge? poor creature att not thou come from Al rahams fami- 
ly? from all Gofpel-priviled ges, and all ho pes of hippinefs 
in the cout ſe thou art going ? and art not thou trudging 
towards hell and deſt ruct. on? where fote take the coun 
that the Angel there gave, er 9. Return tothy Miftre/s | 
and ſul mit thy felf under her hand. Ah (hi k it not a bon- 
Mat.21.292 dage to be under che government of che Church of Chiff, 
do bear his york, to be ſubject to his lav, and to keep at 
home within his fami y, not ſtraggling into the unprofitable 
and perillous wilder of this finful world; retutn, te- 
turn, O ſtraying worm, O fooliſh m n, to thy fathers, thy 
Luke hasbands, houſe, though thou fhouldeft be but one of the 
meaneft there, the hired ſer vants: It is better 
Pla, 84.10. e be 4 dor keeper in the of ile Lord, than to dwell in the 


ents 
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ts Back-fliders: 31 
pears wazodline/s. Believe it, thy Father and his holy 
ngels are ready to welcom thee, and would rejoyee at th 
1 ‘return; the Saints, whofe hearts thou hist often wounde 
are upon their knees daily for thee,and long to fee that hap. Lal. 15. 16. 
py day of thy recovery from tlie {nare of the Devil, wherein 
thou art captive at his will; delay not therefore, poor mi- 
ferable creature,to forfake every falſe way, and to returp to 
the Lord thy God, who is ready to receive thee into his 
grace and glory. | 


7 


 BRRATA. 


N the Epiſtle for the interrogative points in 13, 14, 15. 
lines place colons thus, : and for ſtones line 15: read 
fons: p: 6: l: 33: for wherers read whereas: p: 7 I< 16: 
for affention read afcenfion: p: 15 l: 26:1: Unity of the 
faith: p: 161: 16: for Arl r: art: p: 20 l 31: r: his heart: 
p: 231 7 21 for there t: their: p: a4 in the margent r: from 
esc: p. 27 l: 25: for apparet r: appatent, p. 30:1: 8: for 
by r us: p: 33 l: 10: blot out 1: p: 341: 17: for you x: 
Four: p: 35 J: 20: for wicked r: world; and for fo: 43:1: 
74. 4: 4 pi 30 l: for drawet t: dra weth ; and I: 26: for 
the r: thee: p: 41 l: 3: for cafesr: cafe; and |: 19 this maxx 

) ſhould be after inſenſibiy: p: 42 for one tt. rom, 
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Thefe Books are fold at the three ki 


Confeſsion of Faith of ſeverall 
A Churches of Chriſt in the Weft. 
Ihe right Conſtitution of a viſible 
Church of Chriſt, with its Orders and Or- 
dinances. 
The Day dawning, relating to the calling of 
the Jewys, and Chriſts ſecond Coming. 
A Catechiſm or Inſtruction for Vouth: And 
A Dialogue between a Miniſter of the Go- 
{pel and an enquiring Chriſtian, about the 
Authority of the Seriptures, and the Qua- 


kers: By T. Collier. 
againſt che Quakens. 


With feveral othet Pens 
Alſo the Bible in Weln. 
ing Pſalms in Welſn. 


And the ing 
With feveral other Welfh Books. 
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Is (hewn unto them the way of God, 
which is but one, which is not known in the min 
Sects and Opinions that are in the Dark World, 
but in the Light which comes from Cl riſt, which 
condemns the World, with its deeds: So they 
that live in the many Se&s and Opinions, 
their waies arefeen. and denied by the children 
1 of Light who dwells in him who is the 
| Way, the Truth, and the Life. 


With fomthing in plainnefs to the Officers and Soul- 
diers of the Armics (in General ) in England , 

Alſo a ſtrong and terrible Alarm, founded out of the 
Holy Mountain againſt the Inhabitants of the Earth, who 
te and murder the Son of God, and are become 
one with the great Whore, who is drunken with the blood 

of the Saints and Martyrs of Jefus. 


Given forth for the innocent Seed-fake whichis ſcat- 
te red abroad inthe dark world, that it — be brought out of bondage 
and captivity, and ſo led into the promiſed Land of Reft and Pesce ; 
and that Back Midersalfo may fee the evil of their doings, and return 
unto the Lord, left he cut them off in his fury. And that Murderers 
and Perfecurets of the Juſt may know their rds, yh 
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e and keep the word of bis pati 
By me w be fuffer for the 75 8224. in Conny of Se where 


in the common Goal * 
orty nine Weeks through the envy and cruelty of Sions 
ffors. 1 am hen to the werld by the name George Fox, 


Lo, Printed tet Thovias Simmons , ut the Sign of the Ball and 


ve 


8 
* 
‘ 
f 
1 
2 
— 


